
Education is Life 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
I am writing this newsletter on the plane to Melbourne. As part of the Leading Australian Schools Program 
which I began earlier in the year, the next 3 days will re-focus my Challenge Project and my leadership 
progress since March. Again, I am looking forward to working with Principals from around Australia, with 
the University of Melbourne & Hay Group staff. 
 
Newsletter 
Thank you for the positive feedback around our new Newsletter format. Thank you to those who have 
emailed directly to Julie who is responsible each week for compiling our Newsletter. 
 
Arrival at School  
Thank you also to all parents for making a big effort to arrive at school on time. Teachers have really 

appreciated being able to begin Literacy Rotations at 9.00am. 
 
Welcome Ms Roberts 
This week we have welcomed Elizabeth Roberts to our staff as the Prep R teacher, replacing Bronwyn who has commenced leave 
prior to the birth of her baby. Elizabeth comes to us with a background in Early Childhood and varied ‘life experiences’ that will lend 
knowledge and appreciation to her teaching. I know you will welcome Elizabeth to the Hilder Road community. 
 
Hygiene & Flu 
Could I ask you to please keep vigilant with hand washing regularly, keeping children at home if they are suffering from the flu and 
reinforcing good hygiene with your children. One of the Principals I am travelling with has 120 children absent from school, so you 
can see how easily the flu viruses can be spread, particularly in school communities. 
 
Mathletics  
Congratulations to the following students who have received Silver Certificates Awards. 
Darcy Spurway, Adam Brown, Lachlan Page, Junior Pulini, Jasmine Skeate, Savita Prasad, Abi Nettle, Laura Panteli, Paris Waigh 
& Olivia Rigarlsford-Miller. 
 
GRIPPS       
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to participate in GRIPPS which will be held from 13th – 17th 
September. Liam Chester, Charlotte Estreich, Claire Filet, Micah Gibson, Cassie Gilmour, Mika Hurrell, Sallie Imura, Sophie 
Marron, Millie Mayall-Vandervelde, Natasha McGowan, Sequoia McGowan, Xavier Metcalfe, Lachlan Paterson, Leo Porter, 
Francisca Powell, Brooke Rankin, Connor Scott, Rory Scott & Maddie Topping.  
 
District Track & Field 
What a success the District Track & Field was for our school! After all the work needed on the oval, after the set back of the May 
flooding it was a very well prepared oval that the students were able to use last week. Thank you Steve Wilson for all your hard 
work to have it looking as good as it was. 
 
Well done to all members of the P&C Fundraising Group, volunteers and Tuckshop Conveners who cooked up the wonderful meals 
for the athletes, families and officials. I have heard wonderful feedback regarding the ‘top job’ done by everyone, the positive 
atmosphere on the day and the friendliness of all the workers. Congratulations also to Cathy Grattan and Ben Dwyer for preparing, 
supervising and officiating on the day. Thank you also to Justine Kirkman who assisted the team over the two days. Well done to 
our athletes who were placed 3rd overall in the ‘B’ Division.  
 
Open Day  
Next Thursday our school will host the parents of future Hilder Road Preppies. The morning will begin at 9.00am and conclude at 
11.00am with Morning Tea to follow. In previous years we have also invited the Preppies; however we are very pressed for 
available space for our current enrolments so this will not happen this year. We will have personal interviews with all Preppies and 
two Transition Days in November to allow them time to visit their new school. There are already many students who have enrolled 
for 2010 which is very exciting and another classroom for the lower grades is also planned.  
 
It’s going to be a busy time again! Hilder Road parents who already have children enrolled, please remember to enrol your new 
Preppie. 
 
See you all next Thursday at the Open Day. 
Josephine Bottrell                  
Principal   
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A/DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
 
Home Reading  
So how is home reading going in your family?  Do you regularly read aloud to your child/ren?  It is a crucial 
part of every child’s development and a beautiful time to spend each day with each child. 
Renowned Australian author, Mem Fox, is an advocate for parents reading aloud tho their children and has 
come up with Ten Commandments for reading aloud.  
 
Mem Fox’s Ten Read Aloud Commandments 
1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud. 
2. Read at least three stories a day: it may be the same story three times. Children need to hear a thousand 

stories before they can begin to learn to read. 
3. Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and don’t be dull, or flat, or boring. Hang loose and be loud, have fun and 
laugh a lot. 
4. Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the listeners. 
5. Read the stories that the kids love, over and over and over again, and always read in the same ‘tune’ for each book: i.e. with the 
same intonations on each page, each time. 
6. Let children hear lots of language by talking to them constantly about the pictures, or anything else connected to the book; or 
sing any old song that you can remember; or say nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; or be noisy together doing clapping games. 
7. Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young children, and make sure the books are really short. 
8. Play games with the things that you and the child can see on the page, such as letting kids finish rhymes, and finding the letters 
that start the child’s name and yours, remembering that it’s never work, it’s always a fabulous game. 
9. Never ever teach reading, or get tense around books. 
10. Please read aloud every day, mums and dads, because you just love being with your child, not because it’s the right thing to do.  
For more great reading advice go to www.memfox.com 
 
Reading Friends 
The training for the Year 5 & 6 students as Reading Friends continues this week.  We have so many willing helpers – it is wonderful 
to see the enthusiasm of our older students. If you are a parent of a Year 1, 2 or 3 student who has been invited to participate, 
please return your form tomorrow so that buddies can be paired up.  The Year 5 and 6 students are keen to know who they will be 
working with. 
 
Professional Development  
Last week saw Jenny Green, Cathie Butler and Cindy Stocks travel over to Graceville State School to participate in a Gifted 
Education session.  The Western Learning Network provides excellent opportunities for our teachers to further develop their 
knowledge and skills.  We are keen to hear back from these teachers at our own professional development afternoons. While all 
Year 4-7 teachers will undertake five days of Literacy Training this term, I will attend an abridged version for Deputy Principals this 
Friday.  I look forward to the opportunity to skill myself in this area. 
 
Oval Use Monday 3 rd August 
Next Monday 3rd August will see our oval used for the Petrie Terrace State School Sports Day.  The oval will be out of bounds for 
the upper school students and they will be required to use the area near the netball courts as they did last week when the District 
Athletics carnival was on. 
 
International Assessments  
The ICAS English competition will be on next Tuesday morning for those students who have entered.  This time the students will 
meet in the 6/7R room at 7:20 a.m.  See you then. 
 
Chess Club 
Chess Club is going well again this term.  We currently have no spaces left in the Wednesday class, but still some room in the 
Tuesday class.  Classes run from 3:15 – 4:15pm.  Please see Mrs Cooper for an enrolment form. Please note, we are still seeking a 
parent liaison for the Tuesday group, at the moment the only supervision of this group is from the coach.  Please see me if you are 
interested in helping out each Tuesday afternoon.  The next Interschool Chess competition is coming up soon, so ask your coach 
for details.  
 
Welcome Back  
This week we welcome Mr Stocks back to 1S.  He will return on Friday after two weeks of paternity leave.  I know it will be hard to 
leave his beautiful family, but I know the children of 1S will look forward to seeing him again.  Thank you to Mr Donellan for teaching 
1S in his absence. 
 
Bicycles 
Can I please remind all students to securely lock their bicycles to the bike rack.  We do not wish to encourage theft by making it too 
easy for would-be thieves. 
 
Have a fantastic week of learning. 
 
Amanda Cooper 
A/Deputy Principal 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
30th July Book Fair Closes 8.45am 

Carnival Meeting Litse Lounge at 6.30pm  
31st July Interschool Sport 
3rd August  Intermediate Band Camp – Year 6 & 7 
4th August ICAS English Test (Voluntary) 

CSIRO Space Visit – Year 3G & 3BC 9.30am to 1.00pm 
5th August QTU Teachers Strike Cancelled  – STUDENTS TO ATTEND SCHOOL 
6th August Hilder Road State School Open Day 9.00am to 11.00am 

Music Support Group Meeting 7.00pm in Staffroom 
7th August Interschool Sports 
12th August RNA Show Holiday 
13th August Pupil Free Day 
14th August Interschool Sport 
17th August P&C Meeting 7.00pm 
18th August ICAS Mathematics Test (Voluntary) Year 6 students 
19th August ICAS Mathematics Test (Voluntary) 

Year 6 Camp Luther Heights & return Friday 21st August 2.30pm 
Prep Information Evening 7.00pm 

 
 

PE NEWS 
Congratulations to all the Hilder Road Students who competed in the District Athletics Carnival last week. All competitors put 
in fantastic efforts. This resulted in Hilder Road finishing in third place for B Division Schools. Both Lachlan Paterson & Shelby 
Kirkman will now represent the North West District in the upcoming Met North Athletics Carnival. Lachie came 2nd in shot put and 
Shelby came 4th in the 100 metre final. Other outstanding efforts included the 10 year old and 11 year old girls finishing in 1st place 
in their relay heat and Mikaela Dyson finishing in 6th place in the 800 metre final.  
 
Congratulations to Millie Mayall-Vandervelde who competed in the Qld Schools Orienteering on the 24th & 25th July, held at Burbank 
and Mt Cotton. Millie won the gold medal in the 12-13 years sprint event, and the silver medal in the 12-13 years distance 
event.  She also competed in the relay event and her Met North team got 3rd.  Well done Millie. 
 
Ben Dwyer 
PE Teacher 
 
 

CYBRARY NEWS 
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg Parent Books 
Parents wishing to borrow books by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg are welcome to visit the Cybrary, phone us or send a note requesting 
one of his books from our Parent Collection. One of his easy to read and informative books is “Real Wired Child: What parents need 
to know about kids online” A desperately needed guide for parents who want to know what their children are doing online, and what 
they can do to ensure their children's wellbeing when they venture into cyberspace. Real Wired Child gives practical advice to 
parents on how they might manage their children's online communications, social networking, web surfing, downloading and 
gaming. Please see the website. http://www.michaelcarr-gregg.com.au/ 
 
Social Skill and Value for July 
The Social Skill and Value we are focusing on is Responsibility. The students have been encouraged to accept responsibility by 
being accountable for their own actions. Responsibility also deals with resolving differences in constructive, non-violent and 
peaceful ways, contributing to society and to civic life and taking care of the environment. See the Values Education website for 
further information.  www.valueseducation.edu.au/values/default.asp?id=14515 
 
Annual Book Fair  
Thank you to our school community of students, parents, grandparents and staff who have generously supported our Annual Book 
Fair. We are so fortunate to live in an area where reading and books are highly valued. Tomorrow morning from 8:15 -8:45am is the 
last opportunity to purchase items as the Book Fair is collected in the morning.  Payments may be made by credit card, cheque or 
cash. Please make cheques out to Hilder Road State School and write your phone number on the reverse side. Our school benefits 
each year by hosting one Book Fair which entitles us to approximately $1000.00 worth of books in commission to enhance our 
reading resources collection. I would like to sincerely thank Mrs Panteli who assisted in running the Book Fair and especially our 
dedicated and competent Teacher Aides, Lisa Parker and Miss Kellie who have been instrumental in the success of our Book Fair.  
 
Sandra Winzar 
Teacher-Librarian 
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IT NEWS 
2 Simple Software 
Earlier this year the school purchased a software package that enables the children to create stories, posters, brochures, cards and 
even animations in a very simple format. Many parents have enquired whether they are able to purchase this software. We are 
happy to be able to offer the 3 programs in the package at a cost of $20 each or the 3 for $50, through the school. A flyer with the 
details is included with this newsletter. The software is installed in the Cybrary and in many classrooms so you are welcome to 
come and try it or see me with any questions. Payments will be to the school. Once payments have been processed, access codes 
to a download of the product will be issued through email, or for those without email, a disk can be borrowed from the school.  For 
more information about the company or the products go to http://www.2simple.com.au/  
 
Please note orders close on Friday 7 th August 2009. 
 
Andrew Collins 
 

2 Simple Software Order Form 
Child’s Name: ________________ Class: __________ 
I would like to order the following programs from 2 Simple Software at a cost of $20 per item or the whole package for $50. 
 
   2 Create a Story    @ $20ea 
 
                          2 Publish               @ $20ea 
 
                      2 Animate             @ $20ea 
 
                    Complete Software Package   @ $50/set 
 
Enclosed please find payment of _______________  Please make payments payable to Hilder Road State School 
 
Parent’s Name: _________________ Email address: _____________________ 
 
The software will be issued through download or through the borrowing of a disk from the school if you do not have internet access. 
You do not require a disk to run these programs. 
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YMCA NEWS 

Important Messages from the Coordinator: 

We are closed on the EKKA pupil free day (Thursday 13 August) Children who need care 
can book for The Gap YMCA instead. 

 

What we’ve been doing: 

Our behaviour chart is nearly full. The After school care children earn stamps through 
listening at meeting time, and being responsible at Afternoon tea time. They will have a 
party when they have got 5 more stamps! 

Join us next week for:  

YMCA OSHC 

Phone: 07 3300 1500 

Mobile: 0423 020231  

 We will be making box cars and racing them. We also provide a healthy afternoon tea each 
day and breakfast for those who need it. 

 

TUCKSHOP NEWS  
Monday's Meal Deal is Singapore Noodles and Chocolate slice for dessert. This comes in the two sizes $4.00 for small and $5.00 
for medium. A very big thank you to everyone who helped with District Sports last week. Without your help we would not have had a 
successful two days.  Thanks also must go to all the lovely ladies who did baking.  Your containers are in the tuckshop for pick up. 
 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 
 
Roster 
Thursday 30th July H Leslie 
Friday 31st July A Curtis, E Heaphy & S Stewart 
Tuesday 4th August D Anderson 
Wednesday 5th August R Mumford 
 
Home Baking Roster 
This Week R Sommers & A Pychtin 
Next Week J Laugher & K Bakker 
 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 

 
 
 
 
UNIFORM SHOP  
 Roster 
Thursday 30th July L Ward 
Tuesday 4th August  D Anderson 
Thursday 6th August  J McConachy 
 
Glenys Rogan 
Uniform Convenor 
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CHAPLAINCY NEWS 
Whether faced with small scale set-backs, like your favourite football team having a bad season or extremely threatening situations 
like being hit by natural disasters we all have to learn to pick ourselves up and get on with life. Dr Karen Reivich co author of The 
Optimistic Child lists seven ‘Learnable’ skills of resilience. 
 
1.  Emotion awareness or regulation - This is the ability to identify what you are feelings and, when necessary, the ability to control 

your feelings.   
2. Impulse control - Resilient people are able to tolerate uncertainty so they don’t rush to make decisions. They think things through 

before acting.   
3. Optimism - Realistic optimism is important. People who are blindly optimistic who, for example, stick their heads in the sand, do 

not have a brand of optimism which facilitates problem solving: in fact it, interferes with it.  So for optimism to help resilience, it 
needs to be ‘wed to reality’. 

4. Casual Analysis - This means the ability to look at problems from many perspectives and consider many factors.  
5. Empathy - Empathy is the ability to read and understand the emotions of others. This is important for resilience for two reasons: 

first, it helps build relationships with others and then this gives social support. 
6. Self-efficacy - This is confidence in your ability to solve problems. This is partly about knowing what your strengths and 

weaknesses are and relying on your strengths to cope.  
7. Reaching out - By this Reivich means being prepared to take appropriate risk.  People who score high on resilience are willing to 

try things and think failure is a part of life.  
 
Everything on this list can be improved by people who are able to put their minds to making a change in their lives.   
Jocelyn Hayes (jhaye105@eq.edu.au) 
School Chaplain (Monday & Thursday) 
 

CARNIVAL REQUESTS 
Jam 
We have lots and lots of beautiful farm fresh cumquats available courtesy of the Tibbles family. Please see below a delicious recipe 
for cumquat jam. If you are interested in making some jam to sell at the carnival please contact the tuckshop for a bag (or two) of 
cumquats, and some jars if you need them. If you have your own recipes for jam and would just like some small jars please call into 
the tuckshop and collect some. 
 
Cumquat Jam Recipe 
Wash fruit. Cut cumquats in half cross-wise and remove seeds. Chop fruit in a food processor until fairly small. Weigh fruit and 
cover with water in a bowl. Stand overnight. In the morning gently boil fruit and water for an hour. Add equal weight of sugar for 
weight of fruit and boil for a further ½ hour or until it gels on cold plate (from fridge). Stir in a little butter to get rid of the froth. Put 
into sterilised jars immediately (preferably those with a vacuum seal lid) and cover with a double layer of plastic wrap then screw 
down tightly to form a seal. 
 
Jars  - In preparation of our carnival we are requesting clean jars.  
 
Books  - Our Book Coordinator is requesting any books, DVDs, videos or music cds that you no longer need. If you are able to 
donate any of the above items would you please drop them off in the teacher aide’s room. 
 
Second Hand Toys & Baby Gear – August Collection 
Now is the time to start cleaning out your cupboards for the 'Recycled Baby' Stall at the Carnival. Any donations of toys or baby 
goods can be left at the Teacher Aide/Photocopy Room during the month of AUGUST . Also, large boxes or crates are needed to 
sort the toys. If you have any spare ones could they be left at the school or ring Narelle to arrange for a pick up. If you are able to 
help sort and price toys prior to the carnival, please contact Narelle Bird on 3300 2213/ 0413 536 077. If you would like to sell larger 
items (prams, cots etc) at the stall, the school will retain 20% of the price as commission. These items must be brought to the stall 
on the carnival day with contact details and price attached. 
 
Pre-Loved Bags 
Ladies, we have something new and practical for this year’s Carnival. We all have them; handbags that are ‘too good to throw out’ 
so instead why not donate them to the Pre-loved Bag Stall. Collection dates to be advised. Any queries contact Carolyn Hardy on 
0400 767620 or Leisa Smith on 0419 02208. 
 

FUNDRAISING NEWS  
District Sports Day Fundraising 
A big thank you to all those families who baked and brought along their beautiful goodies for us to share with all our visitors. 
Another big thank you to all those parents who came along and helped us cook, serve, prepare and clean up over the two days. 
Your help, as always, is invaluable, and very much appreciated. A big thank you must also be extended to Yummy Smoothies and 
Juices and DipnDots Ice cream for their continued support of our school community, and also to Grabz Espresso Bar for supporting 
our fundraising activities. 
 
Carnival Meeting - This Thursday 30 July 6.30pm at Litse Lounge. Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Tamara Paterson. 
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MUSIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Our Next meeting will be held on Thursday 6th August at 7pm in the staffroom. This meeting will focus on developing a Music 
Information Pack for new Choir & Instrumental Music parents. Our aim is to provide parents with relevant information to give them a 
clear understanding of our Music Program, student expectations, uniform requirements and student performances. To enable us to 
put this together we would appreciate your support and welcome any ideas, suggestions or feedback you may have, especially from 
Year 3 and 5 music parents.  
 
Please keep the 6th August free and we look forward to seeing you there. However, if you cannot make the meeting and would like 
to share some ideas or be involved please give me a call on 3300 0215. 
 
Justine Kirkman 
Music Support Group 
 

YEAR 1 WORK 
“Last week and this week we saw the fireman, and this week we saw the fire truck. We learned about fire and bush fires. They said 
to get the fire out you stop, drop and roll. We looked inside the truck. At the end we sprayed the hose and we got a sticker.” 
 Lachlan 1T 
 
“Yesterday the fire truck came. It was so big. We all got to have a go at the hose. At the end we got a sticker.” Lily 1S 
 
 
“They told us how to use the equipment and they let us have a turn of the hose. We squirted the hose high. At the end the driver 
gave us a sticker.” Ashleigh 1T 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gap Health & Racquet Club 
Player of the Week is Bradley McLeod – This week Bradley graduated from “Joey” to the next level of “Red” coaching. He can 
successfully rally over the large net now and is the youngest member of the class. Bradley shows a lot of passion for his tennis. 
Well done, Bradley and keep up the good work!  

 
Community Tree Planting Event  
The Greening The Gap Community Planting events are one of 30 Community Street Tree Planting projects being held around 
Brisbane this financial year. Four Community Street Plantings will be held in The Gap from July until October 2009. The first was 
held on 25 July and included the streets from Romea Street up through to Trawalla Street. The second community planting event 
will be on 22 August  and will be surrounding the streets at Wittonga Park. The third planting on 19 September  will be down 
through the most storm affected area in The Gap bounded by Yoorala Street through to School Road and lastly the community 
planting number will take place on 17 October  and will extend from Settlement Road through to Hilder Road. So if you want to 
make a difference come along and help. As always there will be a free sausage sizzle and drinks for everyone, plus 3 free plants for 
your garden. Click onto this link to find the area and listings of streets.  

 
The Gap Little Athletics Sign On  7th August 6.00-8.00pm & 8th August 2.00-4.00pm at The Gap State High School Oval, 
Waterworks road, The Gap. Checkout the website www.thegaplittleathletics.org.au Enquiries phone: 0416 866 395   or 
www.qlaa.asn.au  

 
PLEASE NOTE: All Newsletter articles must be sent t o Julie Hicks NO LATER THAN TUESDAY 3PM 
(ELECTRONICALLY TO jhick77@eq.edu.au)  for inclusion in each week’s Newsletter. Unfortuna tely 
articles received after this time will have to wait  until the following week. Please understand that i t 
takes considerable time to format the newsletter ea ch week. Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter.  

Hilder Road State School 
Tennis Court Bookings 

Court Hire Fees 
$5 per hour (daytime) 
$10 per hour (evening) 
BBQ facilities available 

Phone: 0438 663971 
 


