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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
Welcome back to a tremendously exciting Term 4. With swimming, interschool sport, swimming carnivals, 
music competitions, Hilder Harmonies, Carols by Candlelight, Year 7 Graduation, a Movie Night on the 
oval, Prep celebrations, Jump Rope for Heart and Prep 2010 visits, our community has a lot to look 
forward to. 
 
In addition to these usual Term 4 events, this year to commemorate the November storms of 2008 and to 
celebrate all that our community has achieved in restoration since then, on November 16 we will conduct 
a “Healing Day”. The specifics of the day are yet to be finalised, but one of the activities will involve 
planting trees for our future, a commemoration structure of some sort, a community breakfast to name a 
few. 

 
The tree planting will be in accordance with the Master Plan developed by landscape architect Prue Walsh, so her advice regarding 
the types and size of trees will be obtained. I know that throughout this year many parents have asked me about donating trees to 
the school. However, it is vital that this is done under advice. I will inform the school community as soon as we have specific details. 
 
At the next P&C Meeting on Monday 12th October these will be ready for discussion, so if you would like to be involved please come 
along.  
 
Facilities 
Also up for discussion at the next P&C Meeting will be preliminary designs for our Multi-Purpose Hall and the extension to our 
Cybrary. Over the holidays these were negotiated with our project team from Baulderstone as part of our Building Education 
Revolution (BER) funding of $2.5 million. 
 
Plans for the Year 3/4 play area are underway with guidance from Prue Walsh and further work to repair the boundary and tennis 
court fences will also occur. 
 
Thanks to the support of Kate Jones, our State Member, external painting of block 5 will commence this Friday. Landscaping 
around Block 5 will also be enhanced from the Federal Government’s National School Pride (NSP) funding, which amounts to 
$125,000. I’m told this funding will mostly be used to remodel and furnish our classrooms. 
 
Another double classroom space is also required for the start of the 2010 year, so if you see me in a ‘hard hat’ this term, you will 
understand! 
 
2010 with 2020 Vision 
Over the next fortnight staff will finalise their findings regarding our areas of investigation for 2010. Literacy, Numeracy, Facilities – 
internal and external, our Supportive School Environment, Curriculum, Chinese and Music have all been our focus. Culminating in a 
report sharing afternoon next Thursday and the following Pupil Free Monday, a revised vision for Hilder Road State School will be 
developed. This will also be tabled at the P&C Meeting on the 12th October. 
 
Thank you to all those parents who have responded to questionnaires and surveys as part of this process. 
 
Staffing 
For the next two weeks I am ‘flying solo’ in the office with Amanda enjoying well earned long service leave in Japan with her family. 
The 10 days funding usually allocated for her replacement will be used to support our hard working staff throughout this term. 
 
Welcome back this term to Noela Toivanen who now joins us after a successful Graduated Return to Work Program after her injury. 
Noela will work 2 days per week as an internal relief teacher (using some of those 10 days). Welcome back to Josh Donellan who 
again is assisting in Year 2S.  
 
Mary Crombie our Guidance Officer will take off in week 3 for some adventurous long service leave and will be away for the 
remainder of the term. She will be replaced by Laurie Lawler who was with us in Term 1 this year. 
 
Year 3, 5 & 7 Tests Results 
Today Year 3, 5 & 7 have received a copy of their personal test results. If you have any particular enquiries regarding your child’s 
report, please discuss this with the classroom teacher in the first instance. Our school was one of the highest performing schools in 
the State and this week we received letters of congratulations from the Premier, the Minister of Education and our State Member 
Kate Jones. The professionalism of our teachers and your support of your child’s education are outstanding characteristics of our 
school. Our staff will be analysing this data to inform our future practices.  
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To continue to support parent’s involvement with Literacy and Numeracy education, this week the Premier and Minister for 
Education and Training launched an information kit for parents and carers. It includes fact sheets and activity cards for students 
from Prep to Year 12. The kit is available to all Queenslanders online and I encourage parents and carers to use it to support their 
child’s Literacy and Numeracy development at home. The website is http://education.qld.gov.au/literacyandnumeracy/   
 
Professional Development 
Term 4 sees Literacy Training for our teachers continue with Prep, Year 3, Year 4 and specialist teachers the next to participate in a 
five day course. Our Year 4 teachers will also participate in a Negotiated Curriculum Workshop, while our Teacher Librarian will 
attend three different workshops around Libraries of the 21st Century (this will complement our 2020 Vision and the two day 
Principal’s Practicum I attended last term at the Sunshine Coast University’s Innovation and Technology Centre.) 
 
This term I will be a consulting Principal for our State and Region around the AEDI (which was conducted with our Preppies last 
June) the Early Childhood Federal Agenda and the Regions Building Leadership Capacity Strategy. Having a staff so committed to 
improving their pedagogy and supporting their colleagues to do the same, is one of the attributes of high performing schools and 
again thank you for your support of this. 
 
A Few Reminders 
School Commences at 8.45am . The earliest students are able to be here is 8.15am (unless involved in before school supervised 
activities.) I am currently concerned at the number of children arriving at school as early as 7.45am and not attending Before School 
Care. This is not acceptable as no supervision occurs as teachers and teacher aides are preparing for the start of the day. 
 
Lost Property is overflowing with winter clothing from Term 3. Please check this over the next few days as any article not named or 
claimed will be donated to charity or the second hand uniform store. 
 
Two Minute Parking Zone – Stop, Kiss & Drop in the morning and a two minute wait in the afternoon is required in the Two Minute 
Zone at the top of Kaloma Road. Please adhere to this and to all road safety rules near our crossing as the safety of your children 
depends on this. 
 
Scooters/Bikes to School  – Scooters and bikes may be ridden to and from school but definitely NOT in the school grounds. The 
potential of injury to self and others is a safety consideration for all of us. 
 
Spider Play Area  – Children playing in the spider area prior to or after school must be in Prep, Year 1 or Year 2 and supervised by 
their parent. Please cooperate with this safety measure. 
 
Queensland Roar Tickets Available 
Last year Queensland Roar Soccer Team gave tremendous support to our school after the November storms. This time they have 
offered us 100 student free tickets to attend the game on Saturday 17th October at Suncorp Stadium. They would also like to have 
our students form the guard of honour as the players run on. Students attending will be required to wear blue school uniform. 
Tickets are available on a first in first served basis from the office. Students must be accompanied by a parent who will pay usual 
admission. If you would like to attend please contact the office for the children’s ticket.  
 
Sophie Committee Teddy Bears Picnic 
Since 2005 our school has supported the Day of Difference Foundation based in the Burns Unit of Westmead 
Hospital. It has been student initiated, run and supported. In 2005 it was recognised by a Ryan Youth Achievement 
Award and over the years has raised more than $5000 for the foundation. 
 
Next Friday this year’s committee will be conducting a Teddy Bear’s Picnic morning of activities for Prep, Year 1 and 
Year after Assembly. Years 3 to 7 are encouraged to bring their Teddies to school for the day. A $2.00 gold coin 
donation is asked for, so that we can continue our support of Sophie’s Foundation.  
 
Activities Commencing This Week 
Friday – Interschool Sport 
 
Activities Commencing Next Week 
Monday - Swimming Prep to Year 3 
Tuesday - Chess Club (Years 5 - 7) 
Wednesday - Chess Club (Prep to Year 4) 
Friday - Assembly & Jump Rope for Heart preparations 
Saturday – Soccer with Queensland Roar 
 
School Photos 
Please note that our school photos will be held on Thursday 22 nd October . We are using a different company this year, Advance 
Life Photography. Envelopes have been distributed today so would you please look out for them. Please read the instructions as 
ordering is quite different this year and there a many new choices. Family (sibling) orders are also available but cannot be ordered 
on the student order envelopes that have gone home. To order these photos please collect a Family Order Envelope from the 
office.  Sports & other groups will be provided on a re-order basis. Do not pay for them in the student order envelopes. Advanced 
Life have requested that if you have any enquiries to contact them directly enquires@advancedlife.com.au or call direct on 1300 
728 972 between 9am and 3pm week days.  
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Swine Flu Vaccination  
You may have heard on the news that there is a national program to protect against Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 Influenza Virus 
(Human Swine Flu) which commenced on 30 September. Information regarding this is available from your local GP or from 
Queensland Health Website http://www.health.qld.gov.au/swineflue/html/vacc.asp  
 
We have also included this link on our school webpage. 
 
Please continue to monitor your child’s healthy safe cleanliness practices with the washing of hands, putting dirty tissues in the 
rubbish bin and not sharing food. Although winter is over the influenza is not. 
 
As you can see it’s busy! 
All the best for a wonderful Term 4. 
 
Josephine Bottrell  
Principal 
  

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
9 October No Assembly this week 

Interschool Sports begins 
12 October Swimming commences 8 weeks – Prep to Year 3 

P&C Meeting 7pm in Cybrary – All welcome 
13 October Chess Club Years 5-7 
14 October Chess Club Prep to Year 4 
16 October Assembly 9.00am 

Interschool Sport 
Teddy Bears Picnic Prep to Year 2 – Sophie Committee $2 donation 

17 October Qld Roar 
19 October Pupil Free Day Term 4 
20 October Chess Club Years 5-7 
21 October Chess Club Prep to Year 4 
22October School Photos 

Instrumental Recruitment Evening Year 2 & 4 at 6.30pm 
23 October Assembly 9.00am – Launch of Jump Rope for Heart 

Interschool Sport 

 
 
CYBRARY NEWS 

Value for October  
This month the values we are focusing on are Honesty  and Trustworthiness .  
See the Values for Australian Schooling website for more information. 
http://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/default.asp?id=9500 
 
Overdue Books 
Thank you to all the students who have already returned their books this week. Please ensure your child 
has returned all their library books from the September holidays to enable them to continue borrowing. We 
are open daily for borrowing before school at 8:30am and at lunch times from 1:15 – 1:45pm. It’s great to 
see the students keen to borrow each day. 
 

Cybrary Cadets 
In the last week of Term 3 we had a pizza party to thank the Cybrary Cadets/ Monitors for all their hard work during the term. Our 
monitors have been most helpful, enthusiastic and efficient. We very much appreciate their assistance at lunch times. Students in 
Years 5-7 who are willing to learn and would like to assist one lunch time per week need to see us to sign on as a Cybrary Cadet as 
soon as possible please. 
 
Sandra Winzar 
Teacher-Librarian 
 
 

CONNECT TO SPORTS 
Connect to Sport will be running soccer clinics at Hilder Road State School this term on Wednesday afternoons. The lessons are 
held on the oval and go from 3:15pm-4:15pm. The 6 week program, which starts on Wednesday 21st October, costs $40. 
Alternatively you can pay $7.50 a lesson. To register simply show up for the 1st lesson and complete a registration form or 
complete a registration form which is available from the office. For more information contact Ben Dwyer on 0422 080 696. 
 
Ben Dwyer 
PE Teacher�
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CHAPLAINCY NEWS 
Welcome back to a busy but exciting fourth term. In the last couple of days I have heard some thrilling stories of happy holidays, 
where students were away from home at camps, visiting extended family and those who travelled with family on adventures.  There 
were other stories of movie excursions, fun times with friends and grandparents, beach trips and also tales of what happened at 
school holiday care. Holidays are a time for a change in daily routine, which allows children to enjoy some new and different 
experiences. They also provide an opportunity for doing things together that parents and children both like to do. It is time children 
develop their own interests and hobbies, learn new things and develop confidence.  Refreshed and excited by new experiences the 
children are ready to get back to school and start the new term.  

There are many opportunities to help families and children as they journey through life. These are advertised in the Newsletter 
regularly. This week please note the information session on Loss and Grief that is being held at St Marks Anglican Church The Gap 
on Tuesday 27th October. Also have a look at the new Kids Helpline website, www.kidshelp.com.au.  This maybe a resource you 
would like your children to know about.  Steve Biddulph author of The Secret of Happy Children  and Raising Boys is speaking on 
Raising Boys at Christian City Church Bridgeman Downs on Tuesday 13th October 7.30pm and on The Secret of Happy Children at 
Citipointe Church Mansfield on Wednesday 14th October 7.30pm.  

You are invited to a Clarinet Swoon  which will be presented by Kathleen Williams accompanied by Mary de Vries which will be 
held on Sunday 11th October 2009 at 2pm at St Marks Anglican Church Corner Waterworks Road and Kullaroo Street The Gap. 
Admission is $10. All proceeds to support State School Chaplaincy in The Gap. An afternoon tea will follow the performance. 
 
Jocelyn Hayes  
School Chaplain (jhaye105@eq.edu.au) 
 

CHESS CLUB TERM 4  
We are pleased to be able to offer an opportunity for your child to re-enrol in our ongoing Chess Program. This will be operated on 
behalf of the school by a chess coach from Gardiner Chess; the in-school chess specialists. The program will operate for one hour 
per week, from 3:15-4:15 pm, on Tuesday for Years 5, 6 & 7, & on Wednesday for Prep to Year 4. The classes will start on Tuesday 
13th & Wednesday 14th October through to Tuesday 8th & Wednesday 9th of December. The cost will be $70 per term, payable in 
advance. This term we are offering a 10% discount for enrolments paid for by Friday October 9th.  As an added incentive we can 
offer a further discount for parents that are willing be on the supervisory roster.  To enrol your child, please complete the form below 
and return it to the school office by Thursday 8th October. Fees are based upon a full class of students each week, and no 
allowance can be made for absences. Enrolment Packs are available from the office if required. 
 

Enrolment Form – Chess Club Term 4 
I give permission for my child to take part in the Chess Program in Term 4. 
  
Student's Name ...................................................................................... Class .....................................  
Parent's Name.......................................................................................................................................  
Email address......................................................................................... Tel .........................................  
Willing to supervise                             Not able to supervise                (Please circle) 
Parent signature .....................................................................................  

 
Chess Club Payment Slip 

�  Cash            �  Cheque               �   Bankcard        �  Visa      �   MasterCard           

Name of Cardholder :…………………………………………… 

Card Number : __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ Expiry Date :.….../…..… 

Signature: ………………..……………………………..  Date: …………………… 
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Monday's Meal Deal is Lamb Meatball Sub and Banana Custard for dessert. This can only come in the one size for $5.00 - parents 
please take note. A reminder about all the containers left in tuckshop since the beginning of last term.  If you are missing any 
containers come down and see if one of them belongs to you. If anyone is interested in purchasing a slinky apple machine we do 
have some available through the tuckshop at a cost of $39.00 each. 
Roster:  
Thursday 8th October E Ward 
Friday 9th October A Curtis & E Heaphy 
Tuesday 13th October S Green 
Wednesday 14th October K Morris 
 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 
 

UNIFORM SHOP  
Roster:  
Thursday 8th October E Ward 
Tuesday 13th October  S Green 
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Hilder Road State School 
Tennis Court Bookings 

Court Hire Fees 
$5 per hour (daytime) 
$10 per hour (evening) 
BBQ facilities available 

Phone: 0438 663971 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Share Your Thoughts on Parenting - Share your thoughts and ideas about parenting and programs to support parents, as part of 
a project conducted by the Parenting and Family Support Clinic (PFSC) at the University of Queensland. We are looking for parents 
of a 2-10 year old child to complete a survey and view some short videos about parenting programs P. The study is available online 
at: https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/engagement. Alternatively if you reside in the Brisbane metropolitan area, you can complete the study 
at the PFSC by contacting Faye Nitschke (Email: faye.nitschke@uqconnect.edu.au or Ph: 07 3365 7307).  

 
Local Craft Group – Meet every Wednesday. Excellent babysitting provided! “GUCCE”  9.15am and 11.30am at The Gap Uniting 
Church, 1050 Waterworks Road, The Gap. Classes this term:  Needlework & Cooking with a Christmas Flavour, Patchwork, 
Scrapbooking and Handmade Jewellery.  Or bring your on projects to finish with friends. Our cost is $3 for GUCCE and 
childminding @ $3 per child.  For more information contact Janice Harris 3300 6293 or visit our website www.thegapuc.org.au or 
email office@thegapuca.org.au  

 
 

 
 
 

Free Public Screening  of two short films followed by conversation and light supper. The Story of Stuff & Think Global: Eat Global. 
Wednesday 21st October at 7pm at St Peter Chanel Parish Centre Hall, 41 Chaprowe Road, The Gap. For more information phone 
Chris on 0409 278439 or Carolyn on 0400 923728. 

 
The Gap Community ShadeWays Project - On the 17th October 2009, we have our 4th Community Planting day at The Gap. We 
will be planting the areas radiating from both sides of Kaloma Road. It would be great to see you for the next planting in your 
neighbourhood.  We will be planting around 270 trees, after which we will hold the usual sausage sizzle with cold drinks and a free 
tree giveaway - All participating volunteers will receive 3 free plants for their garden. You can make your local area a cooler, 
greener, more beautiful and carbon friendly place by planting street trees. Date: Saturday, 17th October 2009 Streets to be planted: 
Craigmore St, Desbet St, Donegal Pl, Eranga St, Harward St, Highgrove Crt, Hillside Pl, Inwood Pl, Kaloma Rd, Katoa St, Kimruska 
Pl, Lolita St, Michaela Cres, Richwill, Virae St, Wattletree Pl, Woorama Rd. Where and when to meet: Meet at 9:00am at the park 
on the corner of Desbet St and Donegal Pl, The Gap UBD Ref: Map 137: N15 - I have attached a map of the area to this email 
which shows the area we will be planting, as well as the meeting place. For comfort & safety, volunteers must wear sturdy covered 
shoes, a hat and sunscreen. All planting holes will be dug beforehand. The newly planted street trees will be maintained using 
recycled water. 
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