
Education is Life 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
It is indeed a sad time when the death of a young person brings home to all of Australia the necessity to 
make bullying a high priority at school, on the sports fields at gymnastics at ballet and in the home. Our 
school has had a very strong anti-bullying program for a number of years now. It is currently under review 
as part of our 2010 with 2020 Vision process. If you have any particular issues that you would like to 
comment on please refer these to Elaine Tibbles who is chairing this group.  
 
If your children speak to you about any type of bullying at all, be it verbal or physical, it is important that 
you mention this to the teacher or to Amanda or myself. Our bullying program works in two ways. The first 
is to identify what bullying is, what it looks like, sounds like, feels like. Our Social Skills lessons skill our 
students in the strategies that can be used to combat bullying. We model the language, the actions and 

the behaviours of assertiveness. The second part of the program is to skill the bully. This is about building positive self esteem, 
identifying reasons that bullying action may be used and then modelling more appropriate behaviours. No puts downs, only build 
ups, keep your hands and feet to yourself and the High 5 are phrases your children will be able to explain to you. Please refer any 
reports your children make. We take all types of bullying or put downs seriously. 
 
Maths Tournament 
Last Thursday was a pretty exciting time for our Year 6 and Year 7 maths teams who competed in the Brisbane Central and West 

and Brisbane North Deputy Principal’s Maths Tournament. 49 schools competed in a variety of problem 
solving and mathematical activities that were team based. Outstanding performances from our Year 7 
team right from Round 1 set them up for a top effort right throughout the day. Our Year 6s performed 
creditably especially when you consider they were competing against the Year 7s as well.  
 
Congratulations to MATHS COMPETITION CHAMPIONS FOR 2009, the Hilder Road Team of Lachlan 
Paterson, Dean McLeod, Brooke Rankin, Connor Scott  Millie Mayall-Vandervelde who were the overall 
winners on the day. Special thanks to Mr Brian Grebert who trained the team. At the moment the team is 

sharing the huge trophy for an overnight visit to their homes so that family and friends can admire the outcome of their clever work.  
 
National Maths Competition 
This week we received news of the results of our Year 6 and 7 Maths teams who had competed in the National Maths Competition. 
These students had worked with Mr Rigby throughout Term 2 to prepare for this competition. Of the 12 participants Dean McLeod 
received a High Distinction with 100%, there were 6 Distinctions with marks as high as 98% and 5 Credits. These are pretty 
outstanding results (with Mr Rigby away today I do not have the specific details for each student who competed, but I will mention 
these in next week’s newsletter.) Congratulations to all our Year 6 and 7 competitors. 
 
Mathletics 
Silver Certificate this week are awarded to Darci Wills, Emily Rogan, Kaitlan McInnes, Jacob De Jager Smith, Rheanna Smith, 
Georgia McFadden, Connor Greenheld, Catherine Feodoroff, Sophie Engel, Manas Kulkarni, Tara Bretherton, Alia Wills, Tyson 
Askew, Isabella Gockel, Fabian Lee and Emilie Dubois. Awesome results! (Have a look at our Year 1s and their Maths 
achievements!) 
 
Chess Tournament 
Congratulations to our Chess Teams who have achieved an incredible amount in such a very short period of time. The specifics of 
the competition are mentioned in the Deputy Principal’s Report but I would like to make mention of their achievements. Special 
thanks to our parent helpers who assist with these competitions, especially Mairead Human and Kylie Bakker.  
 
Building Education Revolution 
This week the P&C President, Geoff Bird and I met with the Project Managers and designated architects who are working with us to 
extend our Resource Centre to include a Technology Room and the construction of our Multi-Purpose Hall. As mentioned 
previously the Project Managers are from Baulderstone and the architects AB&M Architects.  Geoff and I will be signing off on 
preliminary drawings in the next two weeks. There is a very tight time line attached to the process as it is hoped to commence work 
for the start of 2010. This will be a very exciting time for our school and I will keep you informed via the Newsletter and the details 
will be discussed at P&C Meetings so please come along to those meetings so that you can have your input and be informed. 
 
Parents with building, electrical, plumbing, lighting and sound experience I would love your input. There are already a couple of 
dads involved in the theatre who have come forward to offer their assistance, however expertise from a variety of building and multi-
media backgrounds would certainly enhance my plumbing, carpentry, lighting and cabling skills. Please contact me if you can help. 
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Surveys & Questionnaires 
Parents who have been distributed the School Opinion Survey to complete, could you please return those as soon as possible as 
these need to be sent away for central collation. Literacy Surveys from Prep parents can be returned to the office and the Parent 
Questionnaire for 2010 with 20/20 Vision is still on the website or a hard copy is available from the office.  
 
Staffing 
Special welcome to Rachel Oliveri who has joined our staff for the last two weeks of term while Cathy Grattan is on a well earned 
long service break. We also have Cathie Butler here for 5 days instead of the usual 3 while Andrew Collins is also on a well earned 
break. Both Cathy and Andrew have worked incredibly hard after last November’s storm, both on a personal and a professional 
level. Their classes have benefited from their very professional approach to their job here at school and I wish them both a very 
relaxing time.  
 
Visit by Mitchelton State School 
This week our Prep and Year 1 classes were visited by teachers from Mitchelton State School who were able to observe exemplar 
teaching and had time to speak with our Prep teachers. Our school is regularly visited by teacher colleagues and administrators. 
Our school has fantastic teachers who work very hard and very skilfully to ensure the very best learning for your children. I know 
that I appreciate them every day. 
 
Road Safety Education Resource 
Today students from our school were invited to participate in the production of an education resource currently in production as a 

joint venture between Education Queensland and the Queensland Transport 
Department. Students from Years 1, Year 5 and Year 7 all assisted in the 
development of the program.  The film crew commented to me a number of 
times how confident, polite, courteous and fun loving the students were. “We 
shouldn’t be having this much fun – this is supposed to be work.” Although 
filming and static shoots were conducted outdoors, the boys were particularly 
impressed with having to wear makeup! The price of stardom! 

 
GRIPPS 
Best wishes for a very successful week to the students participating in the GRIPPS Instrumental Music Camp. The Camp will be 
conducted from Sunday until next Thursday and culminates in a concert on Thursday evening at The Gap State High School Hall. 
All parents are invited to attend and if you are a music fan you will enjoy the evening immensely. It’s astonishing what can be 
produced in 4 days by such young musicians.  
 
Carnival 
There is great excitement in the air with the children eagerly awaiting the weekend. The weather looks as though it will be a bonus 
and the recent rains have quickly greened up the oval. Please talk to your children about safety. There are first aid boxes positioned 
throughout the stalls and in the Cybrary. However, sensible behaviour will ensure everybody’s safety. Make sure your children have 
sunscreen and a hat, always have a meeting location and time throughout the day so that you can check on them. There will be lots 
of people in the school grounds so being safe throughout the day and having routines to ensure this safety is a great idea for every 
family. 

 
 
 
 
 
The judging panel of Hilder’s Got Talent hard at work selecting finalists for the Carnival. 
 
 
 

 
 
Lots of people have worked very hard in preparation for this weekend. Your assistance with keeping rubbish to a minimum with 
setting up on Saturday and cleaning up after the carnival is always appreciated. After such a long and hectic weekend Sunday 
afternoon needs many hands to make light work. So I’ll see you there. Have fun at the Hilder Road Great! School Family Carnival. 
 
 
Josephine Bottrell            
Principal 
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A/DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
Chess Club 
Last Thursday saw two teams participate in the Term 3 Chess Tournament run by Gardiner Chess.  The 
competition was held at the Brothers Rugby Club at Albion.  Anshul Malik captained his team; Chris 
Bakker, Kevin Human and Kieran Human, while Antonia Powell captained her team; Troy Jones, Jacob de 
Jager Smith and Patrick Walker. 
 
All competitors played well, each winning at least one game.  The first team came 4th in the A division out 
of 40 schools and the second team came 5th out of 28 schools in the B division.  Special ribbons were 
presented on Assembly last week to Jacob for coming 5th in the B division and to Kevin and Anshul for 

coming 5th in the A division.  What outstanding results – keep up the great work! 
 
NAPLAN 
Shortly schools will receive the results from the NAPLAN testing that was carried out in May this year.   The National Assessment 
Program results provide students, parents and teachers with information that will be used to improve student learning. 
 
The Student Report, distributed from September 2009, provides information about what the student knows and has achieved in the 
areas of Reading, Writing, Language Conventions & Numeracy. It also provides information on how the student has performed in 
relation to other students in his or her year group, and against the national average and the national minimum standard. Once the 
Reports are sent to the school, they will have to be checked and any anomalies reported and queries checked.  This will mean that 
Individual Student Reports may take a little time to be checked before being sent home with the children.  We will make every 
attempt to ensure that this process is not delayed.   
 
The following links will help you to understand more about the testing and how to read the Reports. 
Understanding your child’s report - http://www.naplan.edu.au/verve/_resources/Understanding_Your_Childs_Report_FINAL_a.pdf  
Frequently asked questions – http://www.naplan.edu.au/verve/_resources/FAQs_FINAL_a.pdf 
Reporting Scales – http://www.naplan.edu.au/verve/_resources/NAPLAN_Reporting_Scales_FINAL_a.pdf 
 
Scooters and bicycles 
For the safety of all members of the school community, nobody entering the school grounds should ride scooters and bicycles.  
Parents if you are walking younger siblings to and from school, please ensure that children dismount whilst they are in the school 
grounds.  It is our aim to avoid any nasty accidents. 
 

Safety Issues 

As the term draws to a close, it is an opportune time to remind all students and families about being safe over the school holidays.  
A quick revision of road rules by mums and dads would be terrific prior to the holidays as well as a Stranger Danger refresher. 

The school is a wonderful place for running around and good games of footy, however, please remember that no students are to be 
on the school grounds without a parent.  At times we have uninvited guests coming through the school grounds and we want all 
Hilder Road students to know that they have the safety of their parents right behind them if they do wish to use the oval. 

Amanda Cooper 
A/Deputy Principal 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
11 September Year 6 & 7 Excursion Leonardo’s Machines Exhibition, Southbank 

Free Movie Night “Bedtime Stories” 

12 September Carnival Set Up from 8.30am 

13 September  Hilder Road State School Carnival 9.30am to 3.00pm 

14-17 September GRIPPS 

15 September Year 7 Chinese Excursion   

18 September Last day of Term 3 

6 October School commences Term 4 

19 October Pupil Free Day Term 4 
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CYBRARY NEWS 
Children’s Book Week – Book Safari Theme 
We have continued sharing the short-listed books from Book Week. The children 
have responded with insightful comments. Yesterday one Year 3 student 
commented that “in the picture book, The Big, Little Book of Happy Sadness the 
lonely character George had a connection and friendship with the three-legged 
dog from the dog shelter.”   
 
As a part of the Book Safari theme some of the classes have enjoyed the African 
safari images on a You Tube to the soundtrack, “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” and 
had a turn of playing an African skin drum called a djembe. See 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUvo6vrIzkg&feature=related  

Mrs Bowren is a natural. The Book Week theme encourages us to enjoy the adventure of reading books 
and exploring other worlds using our wonderful imaginations.  
 
Habits of Mind – September  
This month one of the Habits of Mind we are focusing on is Questioning and Posing Problems.  
 
 
“The formulation of a problem is often more essential than its solution, which may be merely a matter of mathematical or 
experimental skill. To raise new questions, new possibilities, to regard old problems from a new angle, requires creative imagination 
and marks real advances..... “Albert Einstein 
 
 
One of the Habits of Mind we are focusing on this month is Questioning and Posing Problems. “ One of the distinguishing 
characteristics between humans and other forms of life is our inclination, and ability to FIND problems to solve. Effective problem 
solvers know how to ask questions to fill in the gaps between what they know and what they don’t know. Effective questioners are 
inclined to ask a range of questions. For example: requests for data to support others’ conclusions and assumptions – such 
questions as, ‘What evidence do you have ….?’; ‘How do you know that’s true?’ and ‘How reliable is this data source?’ See 
www.habits-of-mind.net/pdf/16HOM2.pdf for more information. 
 
Overdue Books 
Thank you to all the students who return their books on time. Class overdue notices were delivered this week. Please ensure your 
child is borrowing regularly. Children without overdue books are welcome to borrow over the September holidays. Please keep the 
books in a safe place so that they can be returned straight after the break. 
 
Sandra Winzar 
Teacher-Librarian 
 
 

STRINGS & BAND NEWS 
Congratulations to the Junior String Ensemble who performed last Friday on Assembly.  Very special congratulations must go to our 
soloists in “Til the Work is Done” – Sequoia McGowan, Mika Hurrell and Tara Bretherton. 
 
Carnival Performance - Senior, Chamber, Junior and Beginner Strings (in that order) will be performing at the Carnival on Sunday 
13 September from 9.45 am.  Please meet Mrs Dinnis at the Music Room at 9am for tuning and setting up.  Don’t forget to bring 
your music, instrument and pegs.  Beginner Strings are also to bring their hat and sunnies. There will be no ensembles or lessons 
next Tuesday and Thursday due to GRIPPS. 
 
Happy practicing 
Mrs Dinnis 
 
This Friday the Jazz Ensemble will be playing on Assembly. Come along and enjoy a different style of music. 
 
 
Instrumental Music Recruiting for 2010 – Strings – The information letter has been given out to all students in Year 2.  Parents 
who are interested in their child being assessed for inclusions in the string program are to return the permission form to the office by 
the end of term.  A student will not be assessed for the string program unless the permission form is signed and returned to the 
office.   
 
Please Note:  Parents and students should decide whet her they would prefer to learn either a string inst rument or a 
woodwind/brass/percussion instrument.  Year 2 studen ts interested in learning to play a woodwind/brass/ percussion 
instrument are required to wait until the end of ye ar 4 to be tested and will commence in Year 5. 
 
Nadine Dinnis 
Strings Teacher 
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MUSIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Last Tuesday and Wednesday our Beginner Strings students (violin, viola, cello and bass) attended the Strings Extravaganza, 
beginner Strings Camp at the Ashgrove Baptist Church. Over 80 Year 3 children from local schools (Payne Road, Rainworth, 
Ashgrove, the Gap and Hilder Road State School) attended and enjoyed making music together. They learnt about the beat and 
rhythm of music, and enjoyed singing, movement and theory sessions. The highlight was the concert on Wednesday afternoon 
when they performed five beautiful pieces. If you were lucky enough to be in the audience for this performance you will agree with 
me it was absolutely brilliant! 
 
Thank you Mrs Dinnis, Mr & Mrs Sharp, Mr Dornbush & Mr Gibson for your enthusiasm, professional and kind instruction and 
encouragement. 
 
I look forward to seeing and hearing the Hilder Road Beginner Strings perform at the Carnival on Sunday. 
 
Leanne Langley 
Beginner Strings Parent Rep 
Music Support Group 
 

CHAPLAINCY NEWS 
Be generous with words of encouragement and praise and as much as possible respond enthusiastically when you notice your child 
working hard, following rules, listening, or persisting to achieve a goal. Words can be a very powerful tool to boost motivation, which 
in turn leads to actions and finally results. Keep this list of ways to encourage and praise your child to remind yourself to offer 
encouragement often. 
 

·  “I like the way you handled that.” 
·  “It’s hard, but you will get it. I know you will.” 
·  “You have worked very hard on that. You must feel very good.” 
·  “You have worked very hard on that. I am very pleased.” 
·  “You’re really improving: you didn’t know this yesterday, and you know it today.” 
·  “I can see you are learning more and more each day.” 
·  “You may not feel that you have reached your goal, but look how far you’ve come.” 
·  “You have done a very good job.” 
·  “I am very pleased with your progress.” 
·  “Excellent answer.” 
·  “That’s right.” 
·  “You did that just right.” 
·  “You can be proud of yourself.” 
·  “You are showing improvement.” 
·  “Outstanding effort.” 
·  “Good thinking.” 
·  “I like the way you are working.” 
·  “I knew you could do that well.” 

 
A recipient of encouragement will feel positive, enthusiastic and motivated to achieve to the highest level. Start positive 
encouragement today! 
 
Jocelyn Hayes  
School Chaplain 
 

 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Monday's Meal Deal is Chicken or Beef Burger and a frozen juice for dessert.  This comes only in one size for $5.00. 
 
In the next week you will receive next Terms Meal Deals.  Volunteers will also receive next terms roster. 
 
Roster 
Thursday 10 September S Rowlinson 
Friday 11 September K Gill-Shaw & K Bakker 
Tuesday 15 September E Nothling 
Wednesday 16 September L Molloy 
 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 
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Term 4, 2009 Uniform Shop Volunteer Form 

 
Name: ______________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________ 

Eldest Child & Class: __________________________ 

Preferred Day: (please circle)     Tuesday         Thursday       

 

Please return to the Uniform Shop or Office 

UNIFORM SHOP  
We are still awaiting delivery of surf hats, however are fully stocked with legionnaire ($8.00) and bucket hats ($12.00). The school 
uniform is navy socks which are available from the Uniform Shop for $12.00 in a 3 pair pack. 
  
The following families have money to collect from second hand uniform sales - Zendler, Laugher, Dee, Jones, Stevens, Nettle, 
Grant, Tait and Walton. Money not collected by the end of the term may be deemed a donation. 
  
Thank you to all the volunteers who generously give up their time to help out in the Uniform Shop. If you would like to assist on 
either a Tuesday or Thursday, 8.15am - 9.00am once a term please fill in the form below and return it to the Uniform Shop or front 
office. 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Roster 
Thursday 10 September Vacant 
Tuesday 15 September   A Pychtin 
Thursday 17 September   Vacant 
 
Glenys Rogan 
Uniform Convenor 

 
 
 

BOOK CLUB 
Bookclub orders are coming home this week, so be on the lookout.  Surprise orders are available from the office. New brochures 
are coming home this week with some great bargains. All orders are due 9am on Thursday 17 September. 
   
Liz McGowan (0400124871) 
Bookclub Coordinator  
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Hilder Road State School 
Tennis Court Bookings 

Court Hire Fees 
$5 per hour (daytime) 
$10 per hour (evening) 
BBQ facilities available 

Phone: 0438 663971 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Guitar and Singing Lessons  – Pauline 0400 489400 

 
Ashgrove Historical Bus Tour - As part of Q150 celebrations, a heritage bus tour of Ashgrove and its environs is being conducted 
by the Ashgrove Historical Society on Saturday 26 September 2009.  There are still seats available on the afternoon tour which 
departs at 2pm, returning at 4pm.  Cost is $10.  BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL.  Please call Dick Paten on 3300 1031 before Friday 
18 September if you would like to book a seat. 

 
The Gap Health & Racquet – Player of the Week is Anton Vellnagel – For excellent improvements this term and showing a great 
understanding of match-play. Well done Anton and ensure you keep the high level of tennis up!!  
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