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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
 
Although this week is broken with the RNA Holiday and our Holiday in lieu of our Pupil Free Day, our 
Newsletter is still an important communication line for us.  Over the weekend in Saturday’s Courier Mail, 
the NAPLAN results for all schools in Queensland were published.  Hilder Road State School’s Results 
were amongst the best in the State.  Comparisons with like schools and with many private schools clearly 
show the performance of our students in the Year 3, 5 and 7 Literacy and Numeracy Tests were 
outstanding.   
 
Hilder Road State School’s students regularly perform above “like schools”.  However over the last few 
years our teachers have focused their teaching on using the data that we have available around our 
students’ learning.  Recently we have taken this to a different level, with the focus of teaching and learning 

personalised so that each child’s needs is consciously planned and monitored.   
 
As parents you should be justifiably proud of the work that our teachers do to improve learning for your children.  Our support staff 
plays a critical role in the teaching and learning process too.  In fact each member of our school staff whether they are Cleaners, 
Schools Officers, Office Staff, Teachers or Teacher Aides help to create a learning environment that is positive, supportive, 
cooperative and fun.   On Friday take the time to congratulate your child’s teacher – they are doing a wonderful job! 
  
Open Day 
Last Thursday our school welcomed new families looking to enroll in 2010.   Our year 7’s demonstrated their leadership, confidence 
and maturity as they took parents on tours around the school.  The Feel Good Team and the Student Council Executive participated 
in the program adding a touch of student reflection and fun to the day.  Our Year 1 Uniform Models were very poised and cute.  All 
preppie parents for 2010 should make an interview with the Principal and complete enrolment forms to secure their placement for 
2010. Please phone the office to make an appointment.  The Prep 2010 Information Evening will be held next Wednesday at 
7:00pm in the Prep S Classroom.  All 2010 Parents are invited. 
 
Thank you to our current Preppie Parents and our fantastic Tuckshop Convenors’ Delma and Glenys for the provision of a 
sensational morning tea.          
 
Visit to Bounty Boulevard State School 
Today our Technology Teacher, Mr. Collins and I visit Bounty Boulevard State School in North Lakes.  It is a school that has only 
opened this year, has interested and innovating approaches to classroom storage and is very high tech.  With the money that we 
have been allocated from National School Pride, we will be refurbishing our classrooms.  Andrew and I are particularly interested in 
looking at the way electronic white boards have been integrated into the classroom storage and furnishings.  With the refurbishment 
of our classrooms looking forward for the next 15 to 20 years is an important consideration.  We are both looking forward to visiting 
the school. 
 
If you are looking for something to do as a family, other than the EKKA, could I suggest Leonardo Da Vinci Exhibition at Southbank.  
It is an Exhibition of his machines that have been brought to life from his original drawings.  There are some hands on activities for 
the children, and it will be an especially wonderful experience for Dads who are mechanically minded. 
 
Have a wonderful two days break.  Please note there will be no assembly on Friday 
Josephine Bottrell                  
Principal   
 

A/DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
 
ICAS International Assessments – Science 
Earlier this year several students undertook the ICAS Science Competition.  The following students received 
and award of Participation or Credit; Manas Kulkarni, Prue Topping, Calum McInnes, Will Topping, Rory 
Scott, Kaitlin McInnes, Sallie Imura, Millie Mayall-Vandervelde, Katherine Pullos, Connor Scott and Maddie 
Topping. 
Congratulations go to Kieran Human, Shaun Morison and Pranshu Kulkarni for being awarded Distinctions 
on this competition.  These certificates will be presented at Assembly next week. 
 
Semester 1 Reports 

Thank you to all parents who met with class teachers last term to discuss their child’s progress.  It is through this partnership that 
exciting and noticeable changes occur in learning.  If you require a copy of the distribution of grades given to each year level, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.   
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Pre-Service Teachers 
This week we welcome two new pre-service teachers to Hilder Road SS.  Jasmine Malcuit will be observing in Prep M and Emma 
Land will be observing in 2/3B.  I am sure that they will enjoy their time at our school.   
 
Upcoming Camps 
We have both our Year 6 and Year 5 students going off to their camps over the coming weeks.  This is an extremely important time 
for the children to grow in confidence and independence.  The teachers are gearing the children up and letting them know of their 
responsibilities and requirements.  Can I please ask that parents carefully supervise the naming of ALL items that are packed for 
camp.  It does make it so much easier for everybody concerned and any misplaced items can quickly be reunited with their owners. 
 
Writers Wanted 
Each year the Write4Fun competition rolls around at this time of year.  It is a great opportunity for aspiring writers to enter their 
brilliant ideas in a National competition.  Entries can be either a Poem or Short Story and the competition is open to all students 
from Prep – Year 12! 
Prizes include $1000 cash and a choice of a Nintendo Wii + game, Digital camera and 2GB memory card, 8GB Apple Ipod nano 
and $100 music voucher or Nintendo DS Lite + 3 games. 
Entries are due in by Aug 21st, 2009 – entries can be: 

• posted (Write4Fun, PO Box 8041, Bundall QLD 9726) 
• online (www.write4fun.net) 
• email (enter@write4fun.net 
• fax ( 07 5574 3644) 

Please visit the website listed above for all rules and conditions.  I know we will have some terrific writing after all the Sizzling Starts 
and Dynamic Dialogue the children have been using in class. 
 
29th Annual Meanjin Writers’ Camp 
Just a reminder that the Brisbane Meanjin Local Council of ALEA invites applications from students in Years 6,7, and 8 to attend 
their Annual Writers’ Camp.  The camp is conducted to encourage an develop talented young writes who will work with invited 
authors (Simon Higgins, Ross Clarke, Pat Flynn etc) 
Student will need to submit four samples of their writing.  Preference will be given to students who have not previously attended a 
Meanjin Writers’ Camp. 
For more information and application forms, visit the Meanjin website (www.meanjin.edu.au) or email (writers@meanjin.edu.au).  
Applications close 17 August 2009. 
 
Enjoy your week! 
Amanda Cooper 
A/Deputy Principal 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
11th August Carnival Meeting 6.30pm The Gap Coffee Club 
12th August RNA Show Holiday 
13th August Pupil Free Day 
14th August Interschool Sport 

NO ASSEMBLY THIS MORNING 
17th August P&C Meeting 7.00pm 
18th August ICAS Mathematics Test (Voluntary) Year 6 students 
19th August ICAS Mathematics Test (Voluntary) 

Year 6 Camp Luther Heights & return Friday 21st August 2.30pm 
Prep 2010 Information Evening 7.00pm 

11th September Free Movie Night “Bedtime Stories” 
12th September Carnival Set Up from 8.30am 
13th September  Hilder Road State School Carnival 9.30am to 3.00pm 
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CYBRARY NEWS 
New Da Vinci Machines Exhibition Resources 
Students and parents wishing to borrow books from the Da Vinci Art Exhibition are welcome to visit the Cybrary, phone us or send a 
note requesting one of the books.  Our Principal, Josephine Bottrell kindly purchased them for the Cybrary after visiting the 
Exhibition last weekend. Please see the website for more information.   
 
One of the Habits of Mind for August that we are fo cusing on is Taking Responsible Risks.  
 

“The only way to succeed is to be brave enough to risk failure. “ (Briggs, 1999) 
 
Flexible people know that all risks are not worth taking! Risk taking can be considered in two categories: those who see it as a 
venture and those who see it as adventure. The venture part of risk taking might be described by the venture capitalist. When a 
person is approached to take the risk of investing in a new business, she will look at the markets, see how well organized the ideas 
are, and study the economic projections. If she finally decides to take the risk, it is a well considered one. The adventure part of risk 
taking might be described by the experiences from project adventure. In this situation, there is a spontaneity, a willingness to take a 
chance in the moment. Once again, a person will only take the chance if they know that there is either past history that suggests 
that what they are doing is not going to be life threatening or if they believe that there is enough support in the group to protect them 
from harm. Ultimately, the learning from such high-risk experiences is that people are far more able to take actions than they 
previously believed. 
 
It is only through repeated experiences that risk taking becomes educated. It often is a cross between intuition, drawing on past 
knowledge and a sense of meeting new challenges.  When someone holds back from taking risks, he is confronted constantly with 
missed opportunities. Some students seem reluctant to take risks. Some students hold back games, new learning, and new 
friendships because their fear of failure is far greater than their experience of venture or adventure. They are reinforced by the 
mental voice that says, “ if you don’t try it, you won’t be wrong” or “if you try it and you are wrong, you will look stupid”. The other 
voice that might say, “if you don’t try it, you will never know” is trapped in fear and mistrust. They are more interested in knowing 
whether their answer is correct or not, rather than being challenged by the process of finding the answer. They are unable to 
sustain a process of problem solving and finding the answer over time, and therefore avoid ambiguous situations. They have a 
need for certainty rather than an inclination for doubt.   We hope that students will learn how to take intellectual as well as physical 
risks.  
 
Students who are capable of being different, going against the grain of the common, thinking of new ideas and testing them with 
peers as well as teachers, are more likely to be successful in this age of innovation and uncertainty. 
(See www.habits-of-mind.net/pdf/16HOM2.pdf  for further information). 

 

New Resources 
We are processing new resources which have been purchased through the commission money gained through our very successful 
Book Fair. They will be available for borrowing soon. 
 
Sandra Winzar 
Teacher-Librarian 
 

 
Year 1T News 
“Today I learnt how to make roller coaster tracks out of wood.  We made tunnels, drops and curves.  I enjoyed my learning because 
it was fun”.  Marlon 
 
“Today I learnt a lot about words.  I tried to put the missing words in.  I read the bit and then I got it all right.”  Alvin 
 
“Today I learnt how to make a ferris wheel out of pieces of plastic.  I looked at the construction plan and I followed the plan and I got 
it right and it worked”  Mitchell 
 
“I learnt how to make roller coaster games.  I tested it out.  Some didn’t work out so I tried again and then it worked”.   Lehman 
 
“I learnt how to play the money game.  If you land on a coin you get a coin.  If you get too many coins you lose.  If you have one 
coin and you get to the end you win”.  Quinn 
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P&C News 
On behalf of the Hilder Road State School P & C, I would like to say congratulations and thankyou to the teaching and support staff 
for what has been a great result for our children in the recently published NAPLAN indicators. Having been a teacher myself for 16 
yrs, I can appreciate that great results like these aren’t achieved without the tireless efforts of dedicated, professional and 
exceptional teaching and support staff, and a strong school community.  
 
These results demonstrate the HRSS staff’s professionalism to relevant pedagogical practices, and a commitment to our children 
as individual learners. These results also provide an opportunity for all of us to reflect on the significant contribution the HRSS 
school community makes toward the positive and holistic development of our children - something that should never be 
undervalued.    
 
So to the students, parents, carers, volunteers, teaching staff and support team at HRSS, congratulations and keep up the great 
work . 
 
Geoff Bird  
P&C President 
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Monday’s Meal Deal is Apricot Chicken with a bread roll and Tooty Fruits Slice for dessert.  Available in two sizes, $4.00 for small 
and $5.00 for medium.  Parents please make sure you collect your containers from the Tuckshop or they can become donations to 
the Tuckshop! 
 
Roster 
Friday 14th August T Forbes / R Powell 
Tuesday 18th August F Ricardo 
Wednesday 19th August M Lyon / J Gibson 
 
Home Bake Roster 
Week of 17th August E Heaphy / I Carter 
 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 
 
 
 
UNIFORM SHOP  
 Roster 
Tuesday 18th August B Taylor 
Thursday 20th August J Crowley 
Tuesday 25th August R Mumford 
 
Glenys Rogan 
Uniform Convenor 

 
 
 
STRING NEWS 
The Senior String Ensemble will be performing on Assembly on 28th August as there will be no Assembly this week. 
All beginner strings have been given their String Extravaganza letter.  Please return the medical form and money to the office in a 
clearly marked envelope.  GRIPPS Students are reminded to return their form and money to the office in a clearly marked 
envelope.    
Practicing – just a reminder that students are to check that they have their books and folder for their lesson and ensemble. 
Students should be practicing/playing  four times a week between 15 – 30 minutes.  Practice does not mean playing our piece 
once or twice but listening and playing the piece many times.  P.S. Please check that fingers are on the dots. 
 
String Dates 

• Senior Strings performs on Assembly   Friday 28th  August 
• String Extravaganza    Tues 1 & Wed 2 September 
• Carnival (Senior, Juniors & Beginners performing) Sun 13 September 
• GRIPPS      Sun 13 – Thurs 17 September 

 
Enjoy your practice! 
Mrs Dinnis 

 

 
 

Bows and ScrunchiesBows and ScrunchiesBows and ScrunchiesBows and Scrunchies    
*Bows to match school unif*Bows to match school unif*Bows to match school unif*Bows to match school uniformormormorm    

*Scrunchies to match sport uniform*Scrunchies to match sport uniform*Scrunchies to match sport uniform*Scrunchies to match sport uniform    
(50c of each sale donated to the Music Support Group)(50c of each sale donated to the Music Support Group)(50c of each sale donated to the Music Support Group)(50c of each sale donated to the Music Support Group)    

    
Match any outfit Match any outfit Match any outfit Match any outfit –––– made to order made to order made to order made to order    

0411 055 0940411 055 0940411 055 0940411 055 094    
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CARNIVAL REQUESTS 
 
Jam 
We have lots and lots of beautiful farm fresh cumquats available courtesy of the Tibbles family. Please see below a delicious recipe 
for cumquat jam. If you are interested in making some jam to sell at the carnival please contact the tuckshop for a bag (or two) of 
cumquats, and some jars if you need them. If you have your own recipes for jam and would just like some small jars please call into 
the tuckshop and collect some. 
 
 
Cumquat Jam Recipe 
Wash fruit. Cut cumquats in half cross-wise and remove seeds. Chop fruit in a food processor until fairly small. Weigh fruit and 
cover with water in a bowl. Stand overnight. In the morning gently boil fruit and water for an hour. Add equal weight of sugar for 
weight of fruit and boil for a further ½ hour or until it gels on cold plate (from fridge). Stir in a little butter to get rid of the froth. Put 
into sterilised jars immediately (preferably those with a vacuum seal lid) and cover with a double layer of plastic wrap then screw 
down tightly to form a seal. 
 
 
Jars  - In preparation of our carnival we are requesting clean jars.  
 
 
Cake Stall - No Carnival is complete without a cake stall – please help us to put together a wonderful choice of homemade goodies. 
Suggested items for donation are cakes, cupcakes, biscuits, slices, fudge, and toffee. More details will be sent home over the 
coming month but please contact Peta Harvey (0408 680 924) or Julie Chester (0439 774 232) if you’re interested in helping to 
package donations or help us with the cake stall on the day. 
 
 
Books  - Our Book Coordinator is requesting any books, DVDs, videos or music cds that you no longer need. If you are able to 
donate any of the above items would you please drop them off in the teacher aide’s room. 
 
 
Second Hand Toys & Baby Gear – August Collection 
Now is the time to start cleaning out your cupboards for the 'Recycled Baby' Stall at the Carnival. Any donations of toys or baby 
goods can be left at the Teacher Aide/Photocopy Room during the month of AUGUST . Also, large boxes or crates are needed to 
sort the toys. If you have any spare ones could they be left at the school or ring Narelle to arrange for a pick up. If you are able to 
help sort and price toys prior to the carnival, please contact Narelle Bird on 3300 2213/ 0413 536 077. If you would like to sell larger 
items (prams, cots etc) at the stall, the school will retain 20% of the price as commission. These items must be brought to the stall 
on the carnival day with contact details and price attached. 
 
 
Pre-Loved Bags 
Ladies, we have something new and practical for this year’s Carnival. We all have them; handbags that are ‘too good to throw out’ 
so instead why not donate them to the Pre-loved Bag Stall. Please drop off to the office. Any queries contact Carolyn Hardy on 
0400 767620 or Leisa Smith on 0419 02208. 
 

 
Carnival Meeting - tonight 

Tuesday 11th August 
6.30pm 

The Gap Coffee Club 
 

See you there! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gap Health & Racquet Club Player of the Week ! Congratulations to Bethany Rowe for winning the Player of the Week award. 
She has shown very good consistency in keeping her low to high swing while maintaining a lovely follow through. Keep it up!  
 
 
 

The Gap Health & Racquet Club Tennis Program 
Limited spaces still available for Preps to Year 7 

Before school at the school courts or after school and Saturdays at the club 
Please call 3300 6668 or email sarah@healthracquet.net for Bookings/Enquiries 

 
 
 

Recycle Your Old Batteries 
Oakleigh State School won $1000 in Semester 1’s weigh in.  Remember to bring your old 
batteries in to the purple recycling bin and we will try to win Semester 2.  To increase our 
chances recycle your old car, boat and motorcycle batteries as well.  These batteries are 
very heavy and contain chemicals bad for the environment.  Please don’t bring them into 
school, call Battery World on 13 17 60 to organise collection, or drop them into your local 

store. Let Battery World know which school you are from and the weight will be added to your tally. 
 
 
 
 

The Gap Cubby House Children’s Development Centre –  Relief Position 
Is anyone interested in working as a relief member of staff at The Gap Cubby House Children’s Development Centre (based on 
Payne Road) please call S-J on 3300 2227. We are in need of casual relief staff during these tough times of sickness.  All you 

require is to be aged 17 or over and hold a current Blue Card (applications can be completed in the office at the centre), we can 
even offer school hours.  Any local help would be super!’ 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

Hilder Road State School 
Tennis Court Bookings 

Court Hire Fees 
$5 per hour (daytime) 
$10 per hour (evening) 
BBQ facilities available 

Phone: 0438 663971 
 

 


