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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS  
 
It’s great to be back at work after my last three days in Melbourne which were follow up sessions in the 
Leading Australian Schools Program. Educational researchers from the University of Melbourne and the 
Hay Group again facilitated the program for 40 Principals from all over Australia. A guest appearance via 
DVD with Michael Fullan (World Leader in Educational Leadership) was a highlight. 
 
What works in schools to create improvement was very much a focus. We all shared our challenge 
projects and re-connected with the previous learnings of the program. Of course, there is now much for 
me to do and continue to learn. We have started a Leadership Afternoon Group for interested staff, I am 
writing up my Challenge Project for publication and have set some short and long term goals for my 
personal leadership journey. 

 
Teachers are leaders in our schools too and the role they play with your children is critical to your child’s development and 
improvement. As mentioned previously, the role of the home and the children’s own motivation is the other important element.  
 
Thank you for the support you give our school personnel to improve their knowledge and skills. As a result Professional 
Development, mentoring and coaching are all embedded in the staff culture at Hilder Road. 
 
Teacher Aide Inservice 
Last week all our teacher aides attended an afternoon with Michelle Fawcett, our shared Head of Special Education with Ashgrove 
and The Gap State School. Teacher aides who work with our students with special needs are wonderful support for our teachers. 
Having an ‘extra’ pair of hands in the classroom is really beneficial to all the students in the class. If you are already volunteering, 
thank you. If you have some spare time please see your classroom teacher to ask how and when you could help. 
 
Congratulations Mathletics Stars 
This week the following students have gained their Silver certificates ; Marlon Engel, Elvin Pulini, Cooper Pychtin, Nixie Loukas,  
Taylah Hoffmann, Ebonee Deakes, Henry Martin, Joseph McCallum Barnes, Lachlan Christie and Madeline Walsh, whilst  Jade 
Madden was awarded Gold!  Well done also to 4P and 6G for attaining more than 200 certificates in Semester 1. What a great 
effort by the students, their teachers and you for your support at home. 
 
Well Done Track & Field 
Congratulations to our District athletes who have made the Regional Team and received nomination forms.  Congratulations to you 
all. Mr Dwyer has an article further on in the newsletter. 
 
Open Day 
Tomorrow our school opens its gates to families looking to enrol in 2010. Owing to the large number of Prep children and our lack of 
extra space, this year the future Preppies will not be involved in a classroom program. They will visit our school in November. The 
program tomorrow begins at 9.00am in the Tuckshop undercover area. (Wouldn’t it be good if our All Purpose Hall was completed 
in time for Open Day next year!) Year 7s, Year 1s and the Hilder Blues Choir will all feature on Open Day.  
 
Preppie parents of 2009 have been asked to assist with morning tea, as has occurred in previous years. Thanks for your assistance 
with this.  
 
All families are asked to work really hard to ensure all children are at school by 8.45am tomorrow, so Open Day can begin on time 
without interruption.  
 
Reading Friends 
Our Reading Buddies are off to a great start with 36 Year 5 and 6 students working before school 4 mornings a week with 36 Year 1 
and Year 2s. Thanks to Miss Kellie and our Guidance Officer Mary Crombie for supporting the Reading Buddies in their training and 
implementation of the program.  
 
School Uniform 
Could I ask you for your support with the wearing of correct winter school uniform. Our P&C Uniform Committee worked to design a 
flexible, comfortable and very presentable uniform. Black tights, leggings and colourful jumpers are NOT part of the uniform. Also all 
clothing and hats needs to be labeled. Have a look in lost property if you are missing clothing in your house.   
 
Nice to be back at work. 
Josephine Bottrell                  
Principal   
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A/DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
 
Keep children at home if they are sick  
As school resumes for Term 3, parents are being urged to keep their children home if they are sick with flu-
like symptoms. Queensland now has more than 1600 confirmed cases of Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 (Human 
Swine Influenza). Symptoms of human swine flu are similar to seasonal influenza and include a fever, cough 
and/or sore throat. Other symptoms can include fatigue, myalgia, headache, body aches or chills. 
Queensland Health says one of the best ways to stop the spread of the flu is to keep sick children home and 
encourage good hygiene. If children are sick the best thing to do is keep them away from school and other 
events such as socials and sporting carnivals. This might mean that some children will miss interstate and 
other planned school trips. People generally have to be mindful that there are some who are more at risk 

from swine flu so those who are sick need to do the right thing and stay at home from school and work. School closures remain an 
option in very limited circumstances but the likelihood of disruption during the new school term has lessened. Queensland is now in 
the “protect” phase in managing the influenza outbreak and parents need to be aware that while most people who contract the flu 
are making rapid and full recovery, some who are particularly vulnerable need to seek medical help at the onset of flu-like 
symptoms. The essence of the “protect” phase is to concentrate on the early treatment of those in the community who may be more 
vulnerable to severe outcomes if they contract the virus. 
Those identified as being vulnerable include pregnant women, Indigenous Australians, people with respiratory disease (including 
asthma and COPD), heart disease, diabetes, renal and liver disease, obesity and immunosuppression. If you have any questions 
regarding symptoms or illness, contact your general practitioner or call Queensland Health on 13 Health (13 43 25 84). Further 
information is also available from the Queensland health website. Queensland Health Swine Flu Response website: 
www.health.qld.gov.au/swineflu/html/schools.asp  Specific information and advice for parents: 
www.health.qld.gov.au/swineflu/documents/parents_ad vice.pdf   
 
Reading aloud at home 
Last week I gave you Mem Fox’s Ten Commandments for Reading aloud with your child.  This is such a lovely time to spend each 
day with your child.  Here is a small section from Mem’s webpage: 

“When I see a read aloud session in my mind’s eye, there’s either an adult sitting in a big old chair or on a sofa, with a child on the 
adult’s lap or snuggled up close, sharing a book, or an adult sitting or lying on a bed with the child tucked up, wide eyed, as stories 
are being read. And the experience is always fantastic. 

The more expressively we read the more fantastic the experience will be. The more our kids love books, the more they’ll pretend to 
read them, and the more they pretend to read, the more quickly they’ll learn to read. So reading aloud is not quite enough—we 
need to read aloud well.” To hear Mem read aloud, go to the following link. http://www.memfox.com/reading-magic-and-do-it-
like-this/   

Reading Friends 
Thank you to all the parents who have made our Reading Friends Program get off to a flying start.  It is very much appreciated that 
most of the younger buddies have been able to get to school at 8:30am.  A key component of the program is the regular and 
consistent support that the young children will receive over the next six weeks. To participate in as many sessions as possible 
would be advantageous. However, keeping children at home when they are showing signs of illness is also appreciated. The year 5 
and 6 students have shown their great commitment and are so excited and enthusiastic to help. They have shown a great deal of 
maturity and a desire to help others. Thank you Reading Friends! Please be reminded that Reading Friends starts at 8:30am.  
There is no need to arrive more than a couple of minutes before this time.  Miss Kellie will supervise from 8:30am. 
 
Congratulations to Year 3 and 4  
Congratulations to Year 3 and 4 students for the way you have played in the Tuckshop area before school.  My sources tell me that 
the children are very well behaved and are very inclusive of one another.  My source also tells me that as soon as the bell goes in 
the morning, the children quickly pack up and head straight to class.  I am very impressed with the mature way in which they go 
about this and the good sportsmanship they display.  Keep it up Year 3 and 4! 
 
Chess Club 
Chess Club continues each Tuesday and Wednesday.  Classes will resume in the Cybrary from 3:15 -4:15 pm. We now have a 
Parent Liaison for the Tuesday afternoon group.  Thank you to Sonya Rowlinson for taking up this position. We have spaces in the 
Tuesday group, however Wednesday is now full. 
 
Writers Wanted 
Each year the Write4Fun competition rolls around at this time of year.  It is a great opportunity for aspiring writers to enter their 
brilliant ideas in a National competition.  Entries can be either a Poem or Short Story and the competition is open to all students 
from Prep – Year 12! Prizes include $1000 cash and a choice of a Nintendo Wii + game, Digital camera and 2GB memory card, 
8GB Apple Ipod Nano and $100 music voucher or Nintendo DS Lite + 3 games. 
Entries are due in by Aug 21st, 2009 – entries can be: 
�  posted (Write4Fun, PO Box 8041, Bundall QLD 9726) 
�  online (www.write4fun.net) 
�  email (enter@write4fun.net 
�  fax ( 07 5574 3644) 
Please visit the website listed above for all rules and conditions.  I know we will have some terrific writing after all the Sizzling Starts 
and Dynamic Dialogue the children have been using in class. 
 
Amanda Cooper 
A/Deputy Principal 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
6th August Hilder Road State School Open Day 9.00am to 11.00am 

Music Support Group Meeting 7.00pm in Staffroom 
7th August Interschool Sports 
11th August Carnival Meeting 6.30pm The Gap Coffee Club 
12th August RNA Show Holiday 
13th August Pupil Free Day 
14th August Interschool Sport 
17th August P&C Meeting 7.00pm 
18th August ICAS Mathematics Test (Voluntary) Year 6 students 
19th August ICAS Mathematics Test (Voluntary) 

Year 6 Camp Luther Heights & return Friday 21st August 2.30pm 
Prep Information Evening 7.00pm 

11th September Free Movie Night “Bedtime Stories” 
12th September Carnival Set Up from 8.30am 
13th September  Hilder Road State School Carnival 9.30am to 3.00pm 
 
 

PE NEWS 
Along with  Lachlan Paterson and Shelby Kirkman, the following students have gained selection into the North West District 
athletics team; Eloise Byrnes (High Jump), Ryan Craven (Shot Put), Claire Filet (Shot Put), Claudia Zammit (Long Jump), Millie 
Mayall-Vandervelde (800m). These students will compete in the Met North Athletics carnival in late August. Brooke Rankin (discus) 
and Taijla Morrow (200m) narrowly missed out on selection for the team. 
 
Ben Dwyer 
PE Teacher 
 
 

CYBRARY NEWS 
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg Parent Books 
Parents wishing to borrow books by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg are welcome to visit the Cybrary, phone us or send a note requesting 
one of his books from our Parent Collection. One of his easy to read and informative books is “The Princess B….face Syndrome: 
Surviving Adolescent Girls”. In this hard-hitting book, bestselling book, Michael Carr-Gregg focuses on the special trials of raising 
adolescent girls today: what to do when your previously quiet, loving daughter becomes a restless, rebellious stranger who behaves 
like a responsible adult one day and a vampish brat the next. Please see the website. http://www.michaelcarr-gregg.com.au/ 
 
Social Skill and Value for August 
The Social Skill we are focusing on is Feeling Safe and the Value is Care and Compassion . The students have been encouraged 
to be assertive and use the High 5 in response to bullying. The steps are ignoring, talking friendly, talking firmly, walking away and 
reporting. The students are encouraged to be compassionate and care for themselves and others. See the Values Education 
website for further information.  www.valueseducation.edu.au/values/default.asp?id=14515 
 
Annual Book Fair  
Our Annual Book Fair made an astonishing record this year in sales of over $4,330.00! Thank you to our school community of 
students, parents, grandparents and staff who have generously supported our Annual Book Fair. We are so fortunate to live in a 
highly literate area where reading and books are highly valued. Our school benefits each year by hosting one Book Fair each year 
which entitles us to approximately $1000.00 worth of books in commission to enhance our reading resources collection. I would like 
to sincerely thank Mrs Panteli who assisted in running the Book Fair and especially our dedicated and competent Teacher Aides, 
Lisa Parker, Tamara Paterson, Anne Morison and Miss Kellie who have been instrumental in the success of our Book Fair. I would 
like to acknowledge my thanks to Nathan Wilson who assisted as our costume character to add to the fun of Book Fair. We have an 
exceptional and supportive staff and community who make an important difference to our students’ learning. 
 
MS Readathon 
MS, short for Multiple Sclerosis, is a disease that damages nerves so the brain can’t communicate properly with muscles and 
organs. It can happen to people even in their twenties and there is no cure. People with MS can have trouble walking, talking, 
remembering things and symptoms can change from day to day. This year MS Readathon celebrates 30 years in 2009! The money 
collected for the MS Readathon goes directly to the MS Society, to provide services and support for people with MS. To find out 
more, visit the website at www.msreadathon.org.au or call 1300 677 323. MS Readathon was advertised in our newsletter last term. 
We are proud to announce the following students as MS Readathon participants for 2009. Rebekah A., Alexandria B., Sarah H. 
Sivamsan S. , Ava Z., Tara B., Cassidy B., Ethan M. and Thomas T. Thank you for your wonderful efforts in reading and caring for 
and assisting others with MS. 
 
Sandra Winzar 
Teacher-Librarian 
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IT NEWS 
2 Simple Software 
Earlier this year the school purchased a software package that enables the children to create stories, posters, brochures, cards and 
even animations in a very simple format. Many parents have enquired whether they are able to purchase this software. We are 
happy to be able to offer the 3 programs in the package at a cost of $20 each or the 3 for $50, through the school. A flyer with the 
details is included with this newsletter. The software is installed in the Cybrary and in many classrooms so you are welcome to 
come and try it or see me with any questions. Payments will be to the school. Once payments have been processed, access codes 
to a download of the product will be issued through email, or for those without email, a disk can be borrowed from the school.  For 
more information about the company or the products go to http://www.2simple.com.au/  
 
Please note orders close on this Friday 7 th August 2009. 
 
Andrew Collins 
 

2 Simple Software Order Form 
Child’s Name: ________________ Class: __________ 
I would like to order the following programs from 2 Simple Software at a cost of $20 per item or the whole package for $50. 
 
   2 Create a Story    @ $20ea 
 
                          2 Publish               @ $20ea 
 
                      2 Animate             @ $20ea 
 
                    Complete Software Package   @ $50/set 
 
Enclosed please find payment of _______________  Please make payments payable to Hilder Road State School 
 
Parent’s Name: _________________ Email address: _____________________ 
 
The software will be issued through download or through the borrowing of a disk from the school if you do not have internet access. 
You do not require a disk to run these programs. 
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Please remember Prep 
Mums & Dads, all 
goodies for Open Day 
can be left at the 
Tuckshop on Thursday 
morning. 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Monday's Meal Deal is Lasagne and garlic bread with trifle for dessert. This comes in the two sizes $4.00 for small and $5.00 for 
large. Parents we still have lots of containers in the tuckshop from District Sports Days please come in and collect them soon. 
 
Roster 
Thursday 6th August J Laugher 
Friday 7th August L McGowan & A Burrows 
Monday 10th August J McConachy 
Tuesday 11th August G Barnes 
Wednesday 12th August EKKA Holiday 
Thursday 13th August EKKA Pupil Free Day 
 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 

 
 
 
 
UNIFORM SHOP  
 Roster 
Thursday 6th August J McConachy 
Tuesday 11th August   C Hardy 
Thursday 13th August   A Pychtin 
 
Glenys Rogan 
Uniform Convenor 

 
 
 
 
 
STRING NEWS 
Our Senior String Ensemble will be performing on Assembly on Friday 14 August.  Please arrive on time for our Tuesday rehearsal.  
Junior and Beginner strings will be performing later in the term. 
 
GRIPPS letters have been given to all students.  Those who are attending GRIPPS are to return their forms and money to the office 
in a clearly marked envelope. 
 
Beginner strings will be receiving their String Extravaganza information next week.  This camp is designed especially for Beginner 
Strings and all Beginners are encouraged to attend. 
 
The Seniors & Junior Ensembles and Beginners will be performing at the Carnival on Sunday 13 September.  We will be the first 
groups performing on the day. 
 
Practicing – even though we all have busy lives, it is very important that we find time to practice our playing.  The more we play our 
instrument – the more we enjoy and improve.  Students should be practicing/playing  four times a week between 15 – 30 minutes.  
Practice does not mean playing our piece once or twice but listening and playing the piece many times.  P.S. Please check that 
fingers are on the dots. 
 
String Dates 

·  Senior Strings performs on Assembly   Friday 14 August 
·  String Extravaganza    Tues 1 & Wed 2 September 
·  Carnival (Senior, Juniors & Beginners performing) Sun 13 September 
·  GRIPPS      Sun 13 – Thurs 17 September 

 
 
Happy practicing 
Nadine Dinnis 
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MUSIC SUPPORT GROUP 
Reminder our next meeting will be held this Thursday 6th August at 7pm in the staffroom. This meeting will focus on developing a 
Music Information Pack for new Choir & Instrumental Music parents. Our aim is to provide parents with relevant information to give 
them a clear understanding of our Music Program, student expectations, uniform requirements and student performances. To 
enable us to put this together we would appreciate your support and welcome any ideas, suggestions or feedback you may have, 
especially from Year 3 and 5 music parents. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. However, if you cannot make the meeting and would like to share some ideas or be involved 
please give me a call on 3300 0215. 
 
Justine Kirkman 
Music Support Group 

 
 
 
CARNIVAL REQUESTS 
 
Jam 
We have lots and lots of beautiful farm fresh cumquats available courtesy of the Tibbles family. Please see below a delicious recipe 
for cumquat jam. If you are interested in making some jam to sell at the carnival please contact the tuckshop for a bag (or two) of 
cumquats, and some jars if you need them. If you have your own recipes for jam and would just like some small jars please call into 
the tuckshop and collect some. 
 
 
Cumquat Jam Recipe 
Wash fruit. Cut cumquats in half cross-wise and remove seeds. Chop fruit in a food processor until fairly small. Weigh fruit and 
cover with water in a bowl. Stand overnight. In the morning gently boil fruit and water for an hour. Add equal weight of sugar for 
weight of fruit and boil for a further ½ hour or until it gels on cold plate (from fridge). Stir in a little butter to get rid of the froth. Put 
into sterilised jars immediately (preferably those with a vacuum seal lid) and cover with a double layer of plastic wrap then screw 
down tightly to form a seal. 
 
 
Jars  - In preparation of our carnival we are requesting clean jars.  
 
 
Books  - Our Book Coordinator is requesting any books, DVDs, videos or music cds that you no longer need. If you are able to 
donate any of the above items would you please drop them off in the teacher aide’s room. 
 
 
Second Hand Toys & Baby Gear – August Collection 
Now is the time to start cleaning out your cupboards for the 'Recycled Baby' Stall at the Carnival. Any donations of toys or baby 
goods can be left at the Teacher Aide/Photocopy Room during the month of AUGUST . Also, large boxes or crates are needed to 
sort the toys. If you have any spare ones could they be left at the school or ring Narelle to arrange for a pick up. If you are able to 
help sort and price toys prior to the carnival, please contact Narelle Bird on 3300 2213/ 0413 536 077. If you would like to sell larger 
items (prams, cots etc) at the stall, the school will retain 20% of the price as commission. These items must be brought to the stall 
on the carnival day with contact details and price attached. 
 
 
Pre-Loved Bags 
Ladies, we have something new and practical for this year’s Carnival. We all have them; handbags that are ‘too good to throw out’ 
so instead why not donate them to the Pre-loved Bag Stall. Please drop off to the office. Any queries contact Carolyn Hardy on 
0400 767620 or Leisa Smith on 0419 02208. 
 
 
 
 

Carnival Meeting 
Tuesday 11th August 
6.30pm 
The Gap Coffee Club 
 
See you there! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacancy- School Crossing Supervisor - A casual position exists for a School Crossing Supervisor at Bardon State School   
Remuneration $22.30 per hour. 1.25 hours per day on a roster system - Must be available 5 days a week. Application packs 
available from the school: 330 Simpsons Road, Bardon 07 35114555 

 
The Gap Health & Racquet Club Player of the Week is Jade Madden. Jade has been hitting some great forehands this week and 
she always turns up with a lovely bubbly personality and is a pleasure to coach. Keep up the great tennis, Jade!  
 

The Gap Health & Racquet Club Tennis Program 
Limited spaces still available for Preps to Year 7 

Before school at the school courts or after school and Saturdays at the club 
Please call 3300 6668 or email sarah@healthracquet.net for Bookings/Enquiries 

 

 

Hilder Road State School 
Tennis Court Bookings 

Court Hire Fees 
$5 per hour (daytime) 
$10 per hour (evening) 
BBQ facilities available 

Phone: 0438 663971 
 


