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PRINCIPALôS NEWS  

 
As you can see our school newsletter has a new format. Feedback from parents has indicated that 
sometimes itôs difficult to read the two columns from the computer so thanks to Julieôs expertise we hope 
you find the new format a pleasant one. Please feel free to give us your feedback regarding the new look 
newsletter as we certainly appreciate your suggestions.  
 
A Renewed Challenge to Parents & Families 

Following on from Doctor Michael Carr-Greggôs seminar last week and after reading an article by 
President Obama around the importance of parents and families in a childôs education there are a few 
issues Iôd like to discuss with you this week. The latest research has indicated the major influences on 
childrenôs learning are proportionally 50% from the home, 40% from effective teaching and positive 

relationships with teachers, and 10% from the administration of the school.  
 
As a school staff over the last week we have had conversations and developed strategies to refocus our teaching emphasis on the 
most óat riskô students in Literacy and/or Numeracy. These students are those who have been identified in the Year 2 Net, previous 
NAPLAN results and current assessments made by teachers. These students include those at the lower end of the learning 
spectrum and the upper end. This term our Literacy and Numeracy blocks, the support provided by our teacher aides and our 
Learning Support staff are focused on supporting our teachers to support these students. Teachers have developed specific 
strategies that will be used in these blocks of time to improve learning for all students.  
 
We need you to have your students at school on time so that the Literacy teaching and learning may begin punctually. By arriving 

at school late, lessons and concentration are disturbed. Late students often feel embarrassed or out of step with the rest of the 
class and the flow of the lessonôs learning is broken. Early departure from school or family organizational phone calls that need to 
be delivered to the classroom are also interruptions to learning. I have instructed the office staff not to phone the classrooms with 
messages of any kind (unless an emergency) during Literacy and Numeracy times. We would also appreciate it if afternoon 
arrangements are organised at home prior to your studentôs arrival at school.  
 
The bell rings for the start of school at 8.45am. Children move to class and rolls are marked at 8.55am. Any arrival after that time 

is considered to be late and students should obtain a late slip from the office. Teaching begins at 9.00am. School concludes at 
3.00pm.  
 
Each night children need to complete some home reading and there have been many previous articles about how you can assist 

your child with reading. Reading with an adult, reading for an adult or having an adult model that reading is good practice is critical 
to your child developing a love of reading. If you need assistance with how to do this please check with your teacher in the first 
instance or peruse previous newsletters. 
 
Each week students are given homework; older students are given assignments and projects to complete. Your regular checking 

and monitoring of these will be helpful in developing positive organizational habits in your child. Copies of assignments and projects 
are regularly posted on the school website for your information. When your children know that you view homework as important 
they will respond accordingly. Homework is not for you to do but it keeps you informed of what has been happening in class and 
what your child needs to focus on to improve their learning.  
 
As a school committed to quality teaching and learning, the administration and teaching staff work tirelessly for your children. We 
believe in what we do, we are passionate about what we do and we regularly update our knowledge so that we can do our jobs 
better.  
 
I would like to conclude this section of the newsletter with part of an article I read this week by President Barack Obama.  
ñThere is no stronger weapon against inequality and no better path to opportunity than an education that can unlock a child's God-
given potential.  
 
Parents, we can't tell our kids to do well in school and then fail to support them when they get home. You can't just contract out 
parenting. For our kids to excel, we have to accept our responsibility to help them learn. That means putting away the Xbox ï 
putting our kids to bed at a reasonable hour. It means attending those parent-teacher conferences and reading to our children and 
helping them with their homework.  
 
It also means pushing our children to set their sights a little bit higher. Read entire speech transcript & watch the video: 
http://tinyurl.com/nozl3w ñ 
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Beginning of Term Topics 
 

 Winter School Uniform is clearly outlined on the website and in our school prospectus. It does not include black leggings or 

multi-coloured socks. The colour of our uniform is blue. Students may wear navy blue tracksuit pants, long navy pants or navy 
tights. Please ensure that all belongings are labelled as we already have quiet a collection in lost property. Please check outside 
the staffroom if you are missing belongings from your house. 

 Headlice is again an issue in a number of year levels and individual notes have been sent home to these classes. Please check 

your childôs hair regularly for the appearance of headlice and treat accordingly. We will notify you if and incidence occurs in your 
childôs class.  

 Volunteers Registers are located inside each classroom. Your teachers are currently locating them in an obvious position so it 

is easy for you to sign when you visit the classroom. Under Workplace Health & Safety policy all volunteers are required to sign 
in and out of this register. This is extremely important in times of emergency, for example, fire or lockdown. There is also a 
Visitors Register at the office.  

 Playing after School - Children who have playtime in the Prep, 1 & 2 Area must be supervised by a parent. Please ensure the 

children are not playing in the top garden near the fence as this is an out of bounds area. The safety of your children depends 
on your cooperation with this as no teacher is on playground duty. 

 Does your child need medication? Staff are unable to administer any medication ï this includes antibiotics (either prescription 

or over the counter medications) to students without a signed letter of authorisation from your family doctor. Medication must 
also be in the original packaging with chemist label. Students cannot self medicate and all medication must be handed into the 
office. Please be advised that if any medication (including antibiotics) is to be administered at school a form must be completed 
by parents. Please obtain one of these forms when you drop the medication into the office. 

 
Staffing 

Congratulations are extended to Brendan & Gemma Stock on the birth of Amelia Grace who was born last Friday. Both mum and 
baby are doing well and Mr Stock is enjoying his first week of fatherhood. Brendan will return to work in a fortnight. 
 
Tracey Spies, our Year 2 teacher is still recovering from injuries sustained in a car accident last week. Tracey is doing wel l but is 
still in need of rest and medical attention. Thank you to Sangeeta Alluri who has slotted in to working in our school so very, very 
well. Sangeeta and Mrs Bowren are working well together and the Year 2s are very much on task.  Thank you to Year 2 parents for 
your consideration during this time.  
 
Bronwyn Brady (nee Rees) has finished work this week under medical advice. Bronwyn and Luke are expecting their first baby and 
we wish them all the very best in the weeks ahead. A replacement for Bronwyn is yet to be finalized and I will keep Prep R parents 
informed as confirmation occurs.  
 
Welcome back Mrs Tibbles & Mrs Dinnis who have returned after long service and maternity leave. Itôs great to have you both back 
at Hilder Road State School and I know the Strings program is in wonderful hands (as is 1T!) 
 
District Track & Field 

Tomorrow is a big day for Hilder Road State School with the District Track & Field. All volunteers who would like to assist the 
Tuckshop / BBQ helpers will be appreciated. Best wishes to our Team of Athletes who have been trained by Ben Dwyer, Cathy 
Grattan and Brian Grebert. Go Hilder Road! 
 
Mathletics  
It is with great pleasure that we congratulate this weekôs Gold & Silver Mathletics Certificate recipients. Gold Awards to Shaun 

Morison, Adam Donaldson, Kyla Hunter. Silver Awards to Lexy Dickson, Ethan Davis, Liam OôCallaghan, Tiarni Maunder, Keeley 
Turner, Flynn Metcalfe, Charlotte Atkinson, Georgia Myles, Chloe Crust, Lilou Laurent, Charlotte Shaw, Cassidy Burke, Adele 
Hunter, Sam Walker, Rebekah Ash, Victoria McAvoy, Micaela Olm-Milligan, Anshul Malik & Darcy Kohn. Well done students. All 
Bronze certificates will be distributed in class. 
 
ABC Flame Awards 

Last week our school nominated our Choral program for the ABC Flame Awards ñSchools that Singò. Special thanks to Madonna 
Olm and Amanda Cooper for completing lead up work while I was on leave. Good luck Hilder Road! 
 
Leading Australian Schools 

Next week I will be in Melbourne from Wednesday to Friday in a series of follow up workshops as part of my involvement in the 
Leading Australian Schools Program. I am looking forward to being challenged by the facilitators and 
leadership activities planned by the University of Melbourne and the Hay Group and will be initiating 
a Leadership Lounge for interested staff on my return.  
 
Open Day 
Our school Open Day will be conducted on Thursday August 6 2009 from 9.00am to 11.00am for 

prospective 2010 enrolments. The teachers and I are currently looking at a different format for the 
day owing to our increased enrolments and would appreciate any feedback from parents as to the 
positive activities we conducted on previous Open Days. Please let your friends know the date. 

     
Josephine Bottrell                 Just one photo says it all! 

Principal        
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A/DEPUTY PRINCIPALôS NEWS 
Reading Friends 

The training for the Year 5 & 6 students as Reading Friends continues this week.  I would like to thank the 
students (and parents for agreeing to get students to school early from Aug 4) for their commitment and 
desire to assist others.  Please remember, our reading Friends will swing into action in week 4 and run for 6 
weeks every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning from 8:30am.  Thank you to our teacher aide, 
Kellie Richardson who will oversee the students in the Cybrary. 
 
International Assessments 

Last term students participated in the ICAS Computer Skills test.  This test was very difficult and 
congratulations must go to all students who took part in this voluntary assessment.  Kieran Human, Manas 

Kulkarni, Paige Mihaljevic, Prue Topping, Lachlan Drury, Lane Mihaljevic, Rory Scott, Will Topping, Shaun Morison, Lachlan 
Paterson and Connor Scott who all received a Credit.  Participation certificates were awarded to Calum McInnes, Cooper Harris, 
Kevin Human, Ethan Moldrich, Antonia Powell, Sallie Imura, Pranshu Kulkarni, Francisca Powell, Katherine Pullos and Maddie 
Topping. A brief reminder that the UNSW English and Mathematics assessments occur this term on the 4

th
 and 18

th
 August 

respectively.  Due to the Reading Friends in the Cybrary this term, an alternative venue will be used.  A separate letter wil l go home 
to inform you. 
 
Mobile Phones 

We seem to have quite a number of students who now have mobile phones at school.  We understand the need for this to occur, 
especially if young children are making their own way home.  Please remember that no mobile phones are to be used during the 
school day without the express permission of the Principal and that for safety all mobile phones should be handed in to the office as 
soon as students arrive and be collected daily at 3:00 p.m.  Please ensure that you discuss this policy with your child and that the 
phone is named.  If you need to contact your child throughout the school day, messages can be relayed through the office.  Thank 
you for your assistance in this matter. 
 
District Athletics 

Another big day for our school!  With over 40 competitors this year it is important that these students have support and supervision 
throughout the 2 day event.  Mrs Cathy Grattan will supervise these students and Mrs Irene Pullen will work with Year 3G.  Mr 
Cliftonôs remaining Year 5 students will go to Mrs Metcalfe while his remaining Year 6 students will work with Year 6/7R. 
 
Professional Development  

This week at the staff professional development afternoon we will hear back from teachers who have participated in sessions run 
outside the school.  Topics will include Gifted Education, the development of writing in children and Boys Education.   We are 
extremely lucky to have such dedicated teachers who are eager to share their learning and to guide and support one another. 
 
Chess Club 

Thank you to all parents who promptly returned the Expression of Interest forms for Chess Club.  All of these students have now 
received enrolment forms to complete.  At this stage we have Chess Club on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons (3:15 ï 4:15pm), 
one class each day.  If you have not received an enrolment form, or would like to join chess Club ï please see Mrs Cooper. Please 
note we are still seeking a parent liaison for the Tuesday group, at the moment the only supervision of this group is from the coach.  
Please see me if you are interested in helping out each Tuesday afternoon.  It is not a taxing way to spend the afternoon.  
  
Amanda Cooper 
A/Deputy Principal 
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CYBRARY NEWS 
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg Parent Books 

Parents wishing to borrow books by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg are welcome to visit the Cybrary, phone us or send a note requesting 
one of his books from our Parent Collection. One of his easy to read, informative and practical books is Surviving Adolescents: The 
must-have manual for all parents  Young people today enter puberty earlier than ever before and leave home later. The good news 
is that teenagers aren't impossible to live with, especially if parents adopt the common-sense strategies set out in this book. Please 
see the website. http://www.michaelcarr-gregg.com.au/ 
 
Habits of Mind and Value for July 
This month we are focusing on Thinking about our Thinking and Responding with Wonderment and Awe. The Value we are 

focusing on is Responsibility. ñWhen the mind is thinking it is talking to itself.ò  Plato 

 
Thinking About our Thinking (Metacognition) 

Occurring in the neocortex, metacognition is our ability to know what we know and what we don't know. It is our ability to plan a 
strategy for producing what information is needed, to be conscious of our own steps and strategies during the act of problem 
solving, and to reflect on and evaluate the productiveness of our own thinking. Probably the major components of metacognition are 
developing a plan of action, maintaining that plan in mind over a period of time, then reflecting back on and evaluating the plan 
upon its completion.  
 
Responding with Wonderment and Awe 

ñThe most beautiful experience in the world is the experience of the mysterious.ò Albert Einstein 

We want our students to be curious; to commune with the world around them; to reflect on the changing formations of a cloud; feel 
charmed by the opening of a bud; sense the logical simplicity of mathematical order. Students can find beauty in a sunset, intrigue 
in the geometric of a spider web, and exhilaration at the iridescence of a hummingbird's wings. They see the congruity and 
intricacies in the derivation of a mathematical formula, recognize the orderliness and adroitness of a chemical change, and 
commune with the serenity of a distant constellation. We want them to feel compelled, enthusiastic and passionate about learning, 
inquiring and mastering. (See www.habits-of-mind.net/pdf/16HOM2.pdf for further information). 
 
Assistance in the Cybrary and Volunteers 

Please encourage your children in Years 5 ï 7 to be a Cybrary Cadet or Monitor if they are interested and willing to assist. The 
students learn how the Cybrary works and gain an appreciation of scanning, shelving and assisting others. We are most grateful for 
the studentsô help.  
 
Annual Book Fair  

Next week we will commence our annual Scholastic Book Fair with a perusal day this Friday 24 July which entails classes 
timetabled to view the Book Fair. Students may bring home a wish list with one or two items. The wish list enables parents who may 
not be able to attend the Book Fair the opportunity to purchase items by credit card. Please keep in mind that like Scholastic Book 
Club there is no obligation to purchase items from the Book Fair. Leaflets will be sent home this Friday. Students and parents may 
prefer the option of purchasing items from Book Club. The Book Fair sale starts on Monday 27 July to Thursday morning 30 July. 
Items will be on sale daily before school at 8:15 to 8:45am starting on Monday 27 July. Students and the school community are also 
welcome to purchase items at lunch times and after school until 3:30pm from Monday 27 July to Wednesday 29 July. Payments 
may be made by credit card, cheque or cash. The Book Fair is finalized at 8:45am Thursday 30 July as it is collected in the 
morning. Our school benefits each year by hosting one Book Fair which entitles us to approximately $1000.00 worth of books in 

commission to enhance our reading resources.  
 
We would very much appreciate any school community volunteers to assist with the Book Fair sales. Please fill in the 
tear-off slip and send to the Cybrary as soon as possible. 
 

  
Book Fair Assistance 
 

I ééééééééééé. guardian/ parent of éééééé.. (Student) in éé  (Class) would like to assist with sales at the Book 

Fair at the following time/s. My contact phone number is ééééééééé..éééé  

Signature: ééééééééé.. 

Please circle: 

Monday 27 July  8:15 ï 8:45am  1:15 ï 1:45pm    3:00 ï 3:30pm 

Tuesday 28 July  8:15 ï 8:45am  1:15 ï 1:45pm    3:00 ï 3:30pm 

Wednesday 29 July  8:15 ï 8:45am  1:15 ï 1:45pm    3:00 ï 3:30pm 

Thursday 30 July   8:15 ï 8:45am  

 

 
Sandra Winzar 
Teacher-Librarian 

 

http://www.habits-of-mind.net/pdf/16HOM2.pdf
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IT NEWS 
2 Simple Software 
Earlier this year the school purchased a software package that enables the children to create stories, posters, brochures, cards and 

even animations in a very simple format. Many parents have enquired whether they are able to purchase this software. We are 
happy to be able to offer the 3 programs in the package at a cost of $20 each or the 3 for $50, through the school. A flyer with the 
details is included with this newsletter. The software is installed in the Cybrary and in many classrooms so you are welcome to 
come and try it or see me with any questions. Payments will be to the school. Once payments have been processed, access codes 
to a download of the product will be issued through email, or for those without email, a disk can be borrowed from the school.  For 
more information about the company or the products go to http://www.2simple.com.au/ 
Andrew Collins 
 
Cyber Safety 

Last Wednesday I attended a Cyber Safety seminar in the city which was run by the federal government. The data shared about 
how early children are accessing digital media that has the potential to cause harm was quite sobering. The misuse of this digital 
media has consequences just as real as the punishments for any physical breach of law. The federal government has set aside a 
large amount of money to educate children, parents and teachers in the acceptable use of this media. Below are the links to some 
useful websites for Cyber safety education. 

 https://www.staysmartonline.gov.au/budd-e/ This is a childrenôs interactive game that deals with Cyber Safety issues such as 
transmitting personal information across the web, computer security and identifying malicious content. 

 http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/ This site is a brand new gateway that supplies Parents, Children, Schools and Public Libraries 
with resources relating to all forms of Cyber Safety and what you can do to make your home environment more secure. 

These sites can also be found on the ICT page on our school website. 
 

2 Simple Software Order Form 

Childôs Name: ________________ Class: __________ 
I would like to order the following programs from 2 Simple Software at a cost of $20 per item or the whole package for $50. 
 
   2 Create a Story    @ $20ea 
 
                          2 Publish               @ $20ea 
 
                      2 Animate             @ $20ea 
 
                    Complete Software Package   @ $50/set 
 
Enclosed please find payment of _______________  Please make payments payable to Hilder Road State School 
 
Parentôs Name: _________________ Email address: _____________________ 
 
The software will be issued through download or through the borrowing of a disk from the school if you do not have internet access. 
You do not require a disk to run these programs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.2simple.com.au/
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UNIFORM SHOP  
Would the following families please collect money from second hand uniform sales? Malik, Brent, Dee, Layton, Straede, Stevens, 
Woodley, Jones, Gill-Shaw & Tait. 
 
 Roster 

Thursday 23
rd

 July J Kirkman 

Tuesday 28
th
 July  P Malik 

Thursday 30
th
 July  L Ward 

 
Glenys Rogan 

Uniform Convenor 

 
TUCKSHOP NEWS  
Monday's Meal Deal is Butter Chicken with rice and pikelets with jam for dessert.  This comes in the two sizes $4.00 for small and 
$5.00 for large. 
 
Just a reminder that on Thursday & Friday this week our school is holding District Sports Days and the Tuckshop will have a 
restricted menu and children cannot place orders on these days. A copy of the menu for this Thursday & Friday is attached to this 

newsletter. 
 
Roster 

Thursday 23
rd

 July Volunteers Required 

Friday 24
th
 July Volunteers Required 

Tuesday 28
th
 July H Kulkarni 

Wednesday 29
th

 July S Martin 

 
Delma Day 
Tuckshop Convenor 
Ph. 33005725 or 0405139842 

 
CHAPLAINCY NEWS 
Emotional Resilience means knowing how to stay calm and being able to stop yourself from getting extremely angry, down or 
worried when something ñbadò happens.  It means being able to calm down and feel better when you get very upset. It also means 
being able to control your behaviour when you are very upset so that you bounce back from difficulty and return to work or play. 
Emotional resilience is being increasingly studied by child development experts as a factor in the control of mental health and 
school success.  
 
Many young people who get depressed or anxious or very angry have a tendency to put themselves down. When difficult or 
threatening circumstances occur (no one wanting to play with them, not reading as well as others, not being selected for a sporting 
team, having a break-up with a friend, having an argument with a teacher or parent), they have a habit of irrationally concluding: 
"This shows that I'm no good. I must be a real loser ands will always be a loser." Negative self talk. 
 
Self-acceptance as a Habit of the Mind refers to the extent that a child can separate their own actions and behaviours from their 
own judgements of self- worth and can accept themselves even in the face of lack of achievement and disapproval or rejection from 
others. They accept themselves unconditionally without having to prove themselves. ñEven though what happened was bad and 
maybe I didnôt do as well as I could have, I know I am not a total failure. I am still smart and capable and I will do better next time.ò 
Positive self talk. 
 
ñThings are neither good nor bad but thinking makes them soò Shakespeare. 
  
 
Jocelyn Hayes 
School Chaplain 
 
 

BOOK CLUB  
Scholastic Book Club orders are coming home this week.  They are due back by Thursday, 31

st
 July at 9am.  Different year levels 

receive different brochures according to reading level, if you are interested spare copies of all brochures are located in the Cybrary.  
If the order is for a gift please write SURPRISE on the order and the order can be collected from the office. Thanks for those 
incoming orders.  Keep READING. 

  
Liz McGowan 
Bookclub Coordinator 0400124871 / 33002676 
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CARNIVAL REQUEST 
Jars - In preparation of our carnival we are requesting clean jars.  

 
Books - Our Book Coordinator is requesting any books, DVDs, videos or music cds that you no longer need. If you are able to 

donate any of the above items would you please drop them off in the teacher aideôs room. 

 
Second Hand Toys & Baby Gear ï August Collection 

Now is the time to start cleaning out your cupboards for the 'Recycled Baby' Stall at the Carnival. Any donations of toys or baby 
goods can be left at the Teacher Aide/Photocopy Room during the month of AUGUST. (If you are able to help sort and price toys 

prior to the carnival, please contact Narelle Bird on 3300 2213/ 0413 536 077) If you would like to sell larger items (prams, cots etc) 
at the stall, the school will retain 20% of the price as commission. These items must be brought to the stall on the carnival day with 
contact details and price attached. 
 
 
 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

District Track & Field - Request for helpers 

Just a reminder that this Thursday and Friday our school is hosting the District Track and Field Carnival and we are looking for 
helpers on both days to assist with the preparation, cooking and/or serving of food and drinks, both on the oval and in the tuckshop. 
If you can help would you please fill out the form below and return it to the office. Help with baking is always appreciated.  
 

 
DISTRICT TRACK & FIELD 

RESPONSE FOR ASSISTANCE  
Please circle the time/s & activity of your preference: 

 
Food Preparation       BBQ Cooking  Serving Food/Drinks/Cakes Tuckshop Anywhere 
 
7.00-9.00am       9.00-11.00am       1.00-1.00pm       1.00-3.00pm  Anytime needed 
 
Childôs Name: ________________________________________ Class: ____________ 
 
Your Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
The Gap Health & Racquet Hotshots Interschool Challenge Cup Final Update 

Congratulations to the entire Hilder Rd State School HotShots Team who finished 3
rd

 overall in the points in the HotShots Inter-
Schools Challenge Cup.  
 
Red ï Runners Up 
Orange ï Equal 3

rd
 place 

Green ï 6
th

 Place  
 

The next HotShots Inter-Schools Challenge Cup will run in Term 4 so keep practising and watch out for the next school trials! 
 

School Red Orange Green Total 

Ashgrove SS 15 15 9 39 

The Gap SS 9        11 (1) 15 35 

Hilder Road SS 13 11 5 29 

St Josephs 9 5 13 27 

Ithaca Creek SS 5 11 9 25 

St Peter Chanel 9 7 9 25 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 
Free Public Screening and Conversation ï 7.00pm Wednesday 19

th
 August 

at St Peter Chanel Parish Centre Hall followed by conversation & cuppa.  
Power of Community - How Cuba survived Peak Oil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gap Health & Racquet Club Tennis Program 

 

TENNIS COACHING  
  

�%�H�I�R�U�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�����7�K�X�U�V���	���)�U�L�����D�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�R�X�U�W�V�«�6�S�D�F�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� 
 

Prep �± Year 7 

 

Saturday Mornings & After-�6�F�K�R�R�O���D�W���W�K�H���&�O�X�E�«�6�S�D�F�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H 
 

Ages 3 �± Adult 

 

Join a  Tennis Program Today!  
 

Please call 3300 6668 or email sarah@healthracquet.net for Bookings/Enquiries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hilder Road State School 
Tennis Court Bookings 

Court Hire Fees 
$5 per hour (daytime) 

$10 per hour (evening) 
BBQ facilities available 

Phone: 0438 663971 
 


